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Council-President, Klara Tarsi called the Meeting of the Common Council of the 

Borough of Alpha to order at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 24, 2012. 

Council-President, Klara Tarsi, announced that adequate notice of the meeting was given 

to the Star Gazette and posted on the bulletin board in the Clerk’s office satisfying the 

requirements of the Open Public Meeting Act: 

NOTICE 

 

Pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act, adequate notice of this meeting has 

been given.  On January 4, 2012, the Municipal Clerk delivered to The Express-Times and 

posted on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building, a notice containing the date, time and 

place of this meeting of the Alpha Borough Council.  Also, said notice has been mailed to 

persons requesting the same. 
 

Council-President, Klara Tarsi led prayer and the salute to the flag.  

Roll Call:  Present: Councilman Dunwell, Councilman Pfefferle, Councilman Savary, 

Councilwoman Schwar (via teleconference phone call-for only the portion of the budget hearing 

and vote) Councilwoman Tarsi and Councilman Zikas (left meeting during executive session). 

Also present Borough Clerk, Laurie A. Barton, Borough Attorney Christopher Troxell, Engineer, 

Stephanie Cuthbert and CFO, Lorraine Rossetti.  Absent: Mayor Hanics. 

Public Comment 

 Mario Manzo, President of AYAA, advised the Council that he will now act in an 

advisory capacity for the AYAA and introduced the president of the Phillipsburg Area Colts, 

Robert Gash.  Councilman Pfefferle requested Mr. Gash’s information be forwarded to Council. 

Ordinance-2
nd

 Reading 

 Motion made by Councilman Dunwell to open the public hearing on the following 

ordinance, motion seconded by Councilman Savary, all were in favor. 

ORDINANCE 2012-04 

 

AN ORDINANCE SETTING THE 2012 SALARY RANGES 

 FOR CERTAIN EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF ALPHA. 
 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Alpha, County of Warren, State of New 

Jersey that the annual salaries of the following officers and employees of the Borough of Alpha, County of Warren, 

and State of New Jersey named herein shall be as follows: 

 

Water Meter Repairer    $10.00 - $25.00 per hour; 

 

Clean Communities Worker   $ 8.00 - $16.00 per hour; and 

 

Utility Collector    $ 1.00 - $18,000.00 (per year). 

 

 

Any ordinance or sections of the ordinance of the Borough of Alpha, New Jersey inconsistent herein shall be and the 

same hereby repealed. 

 

This ordinance shall become effective immediately. 
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Hearing no public comment, Councilman Dunwell moved to close the public hearing, 

motion seconded by Councilman Savary.  Roll call: Ayes: Dunwell, Pfefferle, and Savary.  Nays: 

Tarsi and Zikas.  

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2012-04 made by Councilman Dunwell and seconded by 

Councilman Savary.  Roll call: Ayes: Dunwell, Pfefferle and Savary.  Nays: Tarsi and Zikas.  

Motion fails. Ordinance Failed. 

After lengthy discussions and a rescinded motion to an amendment, Ordinance 2012-04 

failed. 

Resolution-Borough Clerk Laurie Barton at this time phoned Councilwoman Schwar to have her 

joined into the public hearing for the budget. 

 Motion made by Councilman Dunwell, to open the public hearing for Resolution 2012-

55, motion seconded by Councilman Pfefferle.  All were in favor. 

RESOLUTION 2012-55 

MUNICIPAL BUDGET NOTICE 

 

SECTION 1. 

Municipal Budget of the BOROUGH OF ALPHA, COUNTY OF WARREN for the Fiscal Year 2012 

Be It Resolved, that the following statements of revenues and appropriations shall constitute the Municipal Budget 

for year 2012; 

Be it Further Resolved, that said Budget be published in the THE STAR GAZZETTE in the issue of April 14 

,2012 

The Governing Body of the BOROUGH OF ALPHA does hereby approve the following as the Budget for the year 

2012: 

RECORDED VOTE 

(Insert last name)  

 

 

 Louis Cartabona, Fifth Avenue, questioned what the public hearing was for the budget 

resolution.  Clerk, Laurie Barton explained the procedure for a second reading on a resolution 

that normally isn’t done with resolutions further explaining the budget resolution process. 

 CFO, Lorraine Rossetti gave the budget presentation outlining the 2012 municipal 

budget. 

 Louis Cartabona, Fifth Avenue commended on the quality and information of the budget 

handouts and commended Mrs. Rossetti on her efforts to provide this to the public. 

 Motion made by Councilman Pfefferle to close the public hearing, motion seconded by 

Councilman Dunwell, all were in favor. 

 Motion made by Councilman Pfefferle to adopt Resolution 2012-55 (Budget), motion 

seconded by Councilman Dunwell.  Roll call: Ayes: Dunwell, Pfefferle, Savary and Schwar.  

Nays: Tarsi and Zikas, motion passes. (Councilwoman Schwar ended the teleconference call 

after the roll call vote). 
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Approval of Minutes 

 Motion made by Councilman Dunwell to approve the minutes of 03/27/2012 with 

amendment, motion seconded by Councilman Savary, all were in favor. 

Department Reports 

 Administration, Councilwoman Carol Schwar: Councilman Dunwell reported that the 

labor attorney will be at the May 8
th

 meeting.  The planning Board meeting was cancelled due to 

lack of agenda.  Councilman Dunwell reported on the incident that occurred in the construction 

office and stated that the new hours for that office are Tuesday and Wednesday 5-7 pm.  

Councilman Dunwell requested 15 minutes in executive session for personnel to discuss zoning 

and construction official position. 

 Finance, Councilman Chris Pfefferle: Councilman Pfefferle thanked Lorraine Rossetti for 

the work she has done for the budget.  In closing, Councilman Pfefferle approved bills, salaries 

and wages for his department.  Councilman Pfefferle requested 15 minutes for executive session 

for contractual regarding share services for the police contract and 20 minutes for litigation. 

 Health and Welfare, Councilman Harry Zikas: Councilman Zikas gave the reports 

received from the ACO and the Warren County Health Department.  Discussion of placing 

recycling containers at the ball field was discussed.  In closing, Councilman Zikas approved 

bills, salaries and wages for his department. 

 Public Property, Councilman Michael Savary: Councilman Savary reported on the light a 

the monument and that it is in working order.  The light bulb just needs to be replaced (on the 

pole).   

 Councilman Savary stated he received 14 job applications for the clean communities 

positions.   The playground equipment came in and was installed.  The tub grinder will be in next 

week.  Councilman Savary is getting prices for security cameras and security locks.  The 

contractor for the grass cutting has been in town cutting the grass.  Councilman Savary requested 

15 minutes in executive session for contractual regarding the AYAA and ten minutes in 

executive session for contractual regarding a property transaction and five minutes for personnel.   

 Public Safety, Councilwoman Klara Tarsi: Councilwoman Tarsi gave the report received 

from the Court for the month of March.   

 



4 
 

Councilwoman Tarsi stated she spoke with the Police Chief to have the police make a 

presence in the municipal building on Tuesday and Wednesday evenings due to a recent incident 

involving the construction official.  In closing, Councilwoman Tarsi approved bills, salaries and 

wages for her department. 

 Public Works, Councilman Craig Dunwell: Councilman Dunwell gave an update 

regarding meters and the fire hydrants that were installed (27 hydrants). 

 Councilman Dunwell reported that the water softener system needs to be rebuilt and a 

series of upgrades to system are anticipated. 

 Councilman Dunwell reported on the raw sewage that was leaking onto Williams Street.  

The resident had a sewer line connected to an old abandoned discharge line and has since been 

repaired. 

 In closing, Councilman Dunwell approved bills, salaries and wages but made a note to 

hold the Sartini bill. 

Committee Reports 

 Newsletter-Councilman Dunwell reported on the completion of the newsletter. 

 Professionals and Officials Reports 

 Mayor, Edward Hanics: Mayor Hanics reviewed correspondences received through his 

office. 

 Mayor Hanics inquired about chipping, stating he received a few calls from residents 

wanting to know what the schedule is.  Street sweeping was also discussed. 

 Emergency Squad, Matthew Fagan:  Mr. Fagan discussed a potential Alpha location for 

the squad.  Councilman Savary stated that this should be discussed in executive session. 

 Engineer, Stephanie Cuthbert: Ms. Cuthbert updated Council on various projects 

throughout the borough, report was distributed to mayor and Council.  The North Boulevard 

project regarding three options to complete the project (Phase II, Contract II) was discussed.  

 A motion was made by Councilman Pfefferle to approve the following resolution, motion 

seconded by Councilman Dunwell.  Roll call: Ayes: Dunwell, Pfefferle, Savary and Tarsi.  Nays: 

none.  Abstain: Zikas. 
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RESOLUTION 2012-63 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING BOROUGH ENGINEER  

ON NORTH BLVD GRANT PROJECT 

(PHASE 2/CONTRACT2) 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Alpha, County of Warren, State of New 

Jersey that the firm of Remington & Vernick Engineers is hereby authorized to act as the Borough Engineer and 

proceed with the construction management and inspection of and on North Boulevard DOT grant project (Phase 

2/Contract2) for the contemplated scope of work in accordance with the firms proposal of this date (attached hereto) 

and in an amount not to exceed $12,000.00 upon written certification of funds by the Borough CFO. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor, Clerk, Borough Attorney, and/or Borough Engineer are 

authorized to execute all necessary documents to effectuate the contract. 

 Discussions of the 7
th

 Avenue project took place regarding flipping the location of the 

reconstruction project.  

 Ms. Cuthbert discussed the letter received from the State of New Jersey regarding an 

underground tank that was located in the old municipal building.   

 Motion made by Councilman Pfefferle to approve the following resolution, motion 

seconded by Councilman Dunwell.  Roll call: Ayes: Dunwell, Pfefferle, Savary, Tarsi and Zikas.  

Nays: none. 

 RESOLUTION 2012-64 

LICENSED SITE REMEDIATION PROFESSIONAL 

(LSRP) 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Alpha understand that the State of New Jersey, 

Department of Environmental Protection requires the Borough to retain a Licensed Site Remediation Professional 

(LSRP); and 

 WHEREAS, such retaining of a LSRP complies with the Site Remediation Reform Act (SRRA) and 

specifically the remediation plan at the Borough’s Municipal building. 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Alpha, that Paul 

Kenny, an LSRP of Remington & Vernick, be retained to comply with the SRRA under the annual retainer of 

Remington & Vernick upon certification of funds by the Borough CFO. 

 CFO, Lorraine Rossetti: Ms. Rossetti gave the report for her office.  A budget meeting 

has been scheduled for August 14 at 6:00 p.m.  

Public Comment 

 Louis Cartabona, 5
th

 Avenue, inquired about paving Industrial Avenue.  Mr. Cartabona 

made Council aware of broken asphalt on 5
th

 Avenue.   

Mr. Cartabona asked about a website update and improvements that can be made to the 

website.  Mr. Cartabona also asked Councilman Zikas about a Board of health being organized to 
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get members and inquired about having trenches that were made throughout the Borough that 

have not been repaired. 

 Tim Mellert, North Blvd., inquired about the curb work on North Boulevard.   Lengthy 

discussions incurred regarding solutions to the curbs and a piece of sidewalk to be replaced that 

was damaged. 

Payment of Bills and Claims 

 Motion made by Councilman Dunwell to have the directors reports part of the minutes, 

motion seconded by Councilman Savary, all were in favor. 

 Motion made by Councilman Savary to authorize the CFO to pay bills approved by the 

directors, and holding those mentioned, motion seconded by Councilman Pfefferle.  Roll call, 

Ayes: Dunwell, Pfefferle, Savary, Tarsi and Zikas. Nays: none.  

 Motion made by Councilman Savary to authorize the CFO to pay all salaries and wages 

approved by the Directors, motion seconded by Councilman Zikas.  Roll call, Ayes: Dunwell, 

Pfefferle, Savary, Tarsi and Zikas. Nays: none.  
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Old Business 

 Councilman Dunwell read a letter on behalf of Councilwoman Schwar regarding the 

AYAA meeting held on April 19
th

.  The Phillipsburg Pop Warner Colts have formed their own 

Board and various positions have been formed but are still using the AYAA tax liability number.  

Councilman Dunwell ended that this will be discussed further in executive session. 

New Business 

 Motion made by Councilman Savary to approve the following pavilion permits with 

alcohol, motion seconded by Councilman Zikas, all were in favor. 

   Approval of Pavilion Permit w/alcohol: Dougherty 05/20/12  

 Approval of Pavilion Permit w alcohol: Varga  06/30/12  

 Approval of Pavilion Permit w/alcohol: Plattenburg 05/28/2012 

 

Councilman Pfefferle discussed shared services regarding police coverage.  A public hearing 

is scheduled for May 22
nd

 to hear input from the public.  An executive session will be scheduled 

to discuss terms and offers with representatives from the Towns at a date to be determined. 

Executive Session 

 Motion made by Councilman Zikas to approve the following resolution to go into 

executive session for 1 hour and 45 minutes, motion seconded by Councilman Savary, all were 

in favor. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION RESOLUTION 

 

 WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, permits the exclusion of 

the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and 

 

 WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist. 

 

1. The public shall be excluded from discussion(s) of the hereinafter specified subject matter(s). 

2. The general nature of the subject matter(s) to be discussed is: Personnel, Litigation and/or Contractual,  

3. It is anticipated at this time, that the above stated subject matter(s) will be made public when it is no 

longer a matter of confidentiality. 

4. Action may or may not be taken after executive session. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Alpha that the 

public shall be excluded from an executive session for approximately 1 hour(s), 45  minutes, allowing for a five (5) 

minute recess between the regular session and the executive session. 

 

Return to Regular Session- Councilman Zikas left meeting during executive session 

 Motion made by Councilman Dunwell to return to regular session, motion seconded by 

Councilman Savary, all were in favor. 
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 Motion made by Councilman Dunwell to introduce the following Ordinance with public 

hearing schedule for May 10
th

.  Motion seconded by Councilman Pfefferle.  Roll call: Ayes; 

Dunwell, Pfefferle, Savary and Tarsi.  Nays: none. 

 

 

 

ORDINANCE 2012-05 

AN ORDINANCE SETTING THE 2012 SALARY RANGES 

 FOR CERTAIN EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF ALPHA. 
 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Alpha, County of Warren, State of New 

Jersey that the annual salaries of the following officers and employees of the Borough of Alpha, County of Warren, 

and State of New Jersey named herein shall be as follows: 

 

Water Meter Repairer    $9.00 - $25.00 per hour; 

 

Clean Communities Worker   $ 8.00 - $16.00 per hour; and 

 

Utility Collector    $ 1.00 - $18,000.00 (per year). 

 

 

Any ordinance or sections of the ordinance of the Borough of Alpha, New Jersey inconsistent herein shall be and the 

same hereby repealed. 

 

This ordinance shall become effective immediately. 

 

 Motion made by Councilman Pfefferle and seconded by Councilman Dunwell to approve 

the following resolution.  Roll call: Ayes: Dunwell, Pfefferle, Savary and Tarsi.  Nays: none. 

RESOLUTION 2012-65 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING 

 BOROUGH ENGINEER RETAINER 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Alpha, County of Warren, State of New 

Jersey that the firm of Remington & Vernick is hereby authorized to act as the Borough Engineer and proceed with 

the construction management, inspection services and engineering services for small Borough projects in an amount 

not to exceed $10,000 upon written certification of funds by the Borough CFO. 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor, Clerk, Borough Attorney and/or Borough Engineer are 

authorized to execute all necessary documents to effectuate the contract. 

 

Adjourn 

 

There being no further business to come before Council at this time, on motion made by 

Councilman Pfefferle and seconded by Councilwoman Tarsi, this meeting adjourned at 10:36 

p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Laurie A. Barton, RMC 

 

 

 


