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Mayor Hanics called the Meeting of the Common Council of the Borough of Alpha to 

order at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 8, 2012. 

Mayor Hanics announced that adequate notice of the meeting was given to the Star 

Gazette and posted on the bulletin board in the Clerk’s office satisfying the requirements of the 

Open Public Meeting Act: 

NOTICE 

 

Pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act, adequate notice of this meeting has 

been given.  On January 4, 2012, the Municipal Clerk delivered to The Express-Times and 

posted on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building, a notice containing the date, time and 

place of this meeting of the Alpha Borough Council.  Also, said notice has been mailed to 

persons requesting the same. 
 

Mayor Hanics led prayer and the salute to the flag.  

Roll Call:  Present: Councilman Dunwell, Councilman Pfefferle, Councilman Savary, 

Councilwoman Schwar, Councilwoman Tarsi and Councilman Zikas.  Also present Borough 

Clerk, Laurie A. Barton, and Borough Attorney Christopher Troxell.  

Public Hearing: Recreation Area-Public Input 

 

 Motion made by Councilwoman Schwar to open the public hearing, motion seconded by 

Councilman Dunwell, all were in favor. 

Comments from the general public were taken regarding ideas of how to improve the 

recreation area. 

Motion made by Councilwoman Tarsi to go and move ahead with Larry Marino’s 

proposal of a lease for the pool, motion seconded by Councilman Savary. Roll call: Ayes: 

Savary, Tarsi and Zikas.  Nays: Dunwell, Pfefferle and Schwar. Mayor Hanics voted in favor of 

the motion breaking the tie, motion passes, 4-3. 

Resolutions 

 Motion made by Councilwoman Tarsi to approve the following resolution, motion 

seconded by Councilwoman Schwar.  Roll call: Ayes: Dunwell, Pfefferle, Savary, Schwar, Tarsi 

and Zikas.  Nays: none. 
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RESOLUTION 2012-65 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING 

 BOROUGH ENGINEER RETAINER 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Alpha, County of Warren, State of New 

Jersey that the firm of Remington & Vernick is hereby authorized to act as the Borough Engineer and proceed with 

the construction management, inspection services and engineering services for small Borough projects in an amount 

not to exceed $10,000 upon written certification of funds by the Borough CFO. 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor, Clerk, Borough Attorney and/or Borough Engineer are 

authorized to execute all necessary documents to effectuate the contract. 

 

 

CERTIFICATION 

I, Laurie A. Barton, Clerk of the Borough of Alpha, County of Warren, State of New Jersey, do hereby certify the 

foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted by the Common Council at a meeting of said 

Common Council on April 24, 2012 and that said Resolution was adopted by not less than the legal vote needed of 

the members of the Council. 

 

 Motion made by Councilwoman Tarsi to approve the following resolution, motion 

seconded by Councilman Dunwell.  Roll call: Ayes: Dunwell, Pfefferle, Savary, Schwar, Tarsi 

and Zikas.  Nays: none. 

RESOLUTION 2012-67 

REQUESTING APPROVAL OF ITEM OF REVENUE AND  

APPROPRIATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH  

NJSA 40A:4-87 

(CHAPTER 159) 

 

WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government Services 

may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any municipality when such item shall 

have been made available by law and the amount was not easily determined at the time of the adoption of the 

budget; and 

WHEREAS, the Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for equal amount, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough of Alpha in the County of 

Warren, New Jersey, hereby requests the Director of the Division of Local Government Services to approve the 

insertion of an item of revenue in the budget of the year 2012 in the sum of $103,100.00 which is now available 

from the Highlands Water Protection and Planning Council of the State of New Jersey in the amount of $103,100.00 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the like sum of $103,100.00 is hereby appropriated under the 

caption Highlands Plan Conformance; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the above is the result of funds from the Highlands Water Protection 

and Planning Council of the State of New Jersey in the amount of $103,100.00 

CERTIFICATION 

I, Laurie A. Barton, Clerk of the Borough of Alpha, County of Warren, State of New Jersey, do hereby certify the 

foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted by the Common Council at a meeting of said 

Common Council on May 8, 2012 and that said Resolution was adopted by not less than the legal vote needed of the 

members of the Council. 

 

 Motion made by Councilman Dunwell to approve the following resolution, motion 

seconded by Councilman Savary.  Roll call: Ayes: Dunwell, Pfefferle, Savary, Schwar, Tarsi and 

Zikas.  Nays: none. 
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RESOLUTION 2012-68 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING BOROUGH ENGINEER  

TO PUBLICLY ADVERTISE FOR BIDS FOR   

THE CONTRACT TO INSTALL AUXILIARY POWER  

(FRACE ST. WATER TREATMENT PLANT) 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Alpha, County of Warren, State of New 

Jersey that the firm of Remington & Vernick Engineers is hereby authorized to act as the Borough Engineer and 

advertise and proceed with the public bidding for a contract to install auxiliary power at the Frace Street Water 

Treatment Facility in the Borough. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor, Clerk, and/or Borough Engineer are authorized to 

execute all necessary documents to effectuate the services. 

CERTIFICATION 

I, Laurie A. Barton, Clerk of the Borough of Alpha, County of Warren, State of New Jersey, do hereby certify the 

foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted by the Common Council at a meeting of said 

Common Council on May 8, 2012 and that said Resolution was adopted by not less than the legal vote needed of the 

members of the Council. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

 Motion made by Councilwoman Tarsi to approve the minutes of April 10, 2012, motion 

seconded by Councilwoman Schwar.  Roll call: Ayes: Dunwell, Pfefferle, Savary, Schwar, Tarsi 

and Zikas.  Nays: none. 

Department Reports 

 Administration, Councilwoman Carol Schwar: Councilwoman Schwar reported that the 

office hours of the Construction Official have changed.  New hours are Tuesday and Wednesday 

5-7 p.m.  In closing, Councilwoman Schwar approved bills, salaries and wages for her 

department.  Councilwoman Schwar requested ninety minutes in executive session for personnel. 

 Finance, Councilman Chris Pfefferle: Councilman Pfefferle thanked the Newsletter 

Committee for the newsletter that recently was mailed out.  In closing Councilman Pfefferle 

approved bills, salaries and wages for his department. 

 Health & Welfare, Councilman Harry Zikas: Councilman Zikas thanked Carol Schwar 

for the newsletter.  Continuing on, Councilman Zikas gave reports received from the Animal 

Control Officer and the Warren County Board of Health monthly report.  In closing, Councilman 

Zikas approved bills, salaries and wages for his department. 

 Public Property, Councilman Michael Savary: Councilman Savary briefly discussed an 

issue of residents blowing cut grass onto the roadways. 

 Councilman Savary reported on the company hired for grass cutting throughout the 

Borough and stated there were a few missed locations.   
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There will be an additional charge for these missed locations in which Councilman 

Savary stated that they can be added into the contract. 

 In closing, Councilman Savary approved bills, salaries and wages for his department. 

 Public Safety, Councilwoman Klara Tarsi: Councilwoman Tarsi reported on the police 

report received for the month of April.  Councilwoman Tarsi reminded the Mayor and Council of 

Law Enforcement Day at the Phillipsburg Mall scheduled for May 12
th

. 

 In closing, Councilwoman Tarsi approved bills, salaries and wages for her department.  

Councilwoman Tarsi requested 15 minutes in executive session for contractual. 

 Public Works, Councilman Craig Dunwell: Councilman Dunwell reported on the Code 

Red resident notification system.  Councilman Dunwell stated that this is recommended by the 

OEM.  Councilman Dunwell continued on and reported on the 7
th

 Avenue paving project.  

Councilman Dunwell recommended that the Borough seek to flip the location of the paving to be 

done on the other end of 7
th

 Avenue where there are more residents.  Councilman Dunwell 

requested a total of thirty five minutes in executive session for personnel and potential litigation. 

 In closing, Councilman Dunwell approved bills, salaries and wages. 

Committees 

 Newsletter- Councilwoman Schwar thanked Councilwoman Tarsi and Councilman 

Pfefferle for their help with the newsletter. 

Professionals and Officials Reports 

Mayor, Edward Hanics: Mayor Hanics thanked the Alpha Fire Department regarding the 

Leslie residence incident. 

 Mayor Hanics inquired about the paper shredder that is not working properly.  

Councilman Savary responded that the Borough will need to purchase a new one. 

 Fire Department, Chief Bodogh: Chief Bodogh inquired once again about tree trimmings 

that the residents need to do. 

 Emergency Squad, Matthew Fagan: Discussions on a new location for the emergency 

squad continued.  The Mayor suggested the property next to Somogi’s in the Borough. 

 Attorney, Christopher Troxell: Attorney Troxell clarified from previous discussions that 

Mr. Marino has until May 30
th

 to submit a written proposal to the Borough regarding the pool. 

 Engineer, Frank Seney: Mr. Seney updated Council on the two current construction 

contracts and advertisement for a new project (North Blvd, Phase 2, Contract 2). 
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 Mr. Seney went into detail regarding the 7
th

 Avenue project with the DOT.  The Borough 

can make a request to the DOT to change the section of the project (flip the paving project from 

one end to the other).  Mr. Seney gave two options regarding the 7
th

 Avenue project and the DOT 

grant. 

 Motion made by Councilman Pfefferle to allow the Engineer to request with the DOT to 

flip the section of 7
th

 Avenue project grant regarding both options, motion seconded by 

Councilman Savary.  Roll call: Ayes: Pfefferle, Savary, Schwar and Tarsi (Councilman Zikas 

was not present for this vote).  Nays: none. Abstain: Dunwell. 

 Recycling Coordinator, Tom Fey: Mr. Fey stated that he will be attending two classes 

next week.  Mr. Fey discussed obtaining recycling cans for the park. 

Public Comment 

 Mike Schwar, 4
th

 Avenue inquired about a car that is sitting in a driveway that is 

wrecked.   Mr. Schwar also inquired about unreleased executive session minutes.  Further 

discussions ensued with the Borough Attorney, Troxell and members of Council. 

 Jackie Wistuk, 7
th

 Avenue commented on the trash on side of the road along 7
th

 Avenue. 

 Brian Wistuk, 7
th

 Avenue, inquired about property maintenance on the Leigh Fuel 

property. 

 Colleen Bevis, Sigsbee Avenue, made a complaint of overgrown grass on Park Avenue 

and North Boulevard. 

 Tim Mellert, North Blvd, commented on curb issues along North Boulevard. 

 Dave Miers, Sampson Ave, inquired about the empty property on Lee Avenue (old 

Library building). 

 Tom Fey, East Blvd, thanked everyone for the newsletter that was mailed out and asked 

for more people to be involved with the Borough. 

 Carol Brukhardt, complained of her water having a strange smell to it. 
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Payment of Bills and Claims 

 Motion made by Councilwoman Tarsi to have the director’s reports part of the minutes, 

motion seconded by Councilman Zikas, all were in favor. 

 Motion made by Councilwoman Tarsi to authorize the CFO to pay bills approved by the 

directors, motion seconded by Councilman Dunwell.  Roll call, Ayes: Dunwell, Pfefferle, 

Savary, Schwar, Tarsi and Zikas. Nays: none.  

 Motion made by Councilwoman Tarsi to authorize the CFO to pay all salaries and wages 

approved by the Directors, motion seconded by Councilwoman Schwar.  Roll call, Ayes: 

Dunwell, Pfefferle, Savary, Schwar, Tarsi and Zikas. Nays: none.  
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New Business 

 Councilman Pfefferle suggested having a special meeting to discuss the police contract. 

Discussions ensued regarding when to have an executive meeting at the special meeting.  Motion 

made by Councilman Pfefferle to have the public hearing first then pick a date for the town 

representatives to come in, motion seconded by Councilman Zikas.  Roll call: Ayes: Dunwell, 

Pfefferle, Savary, Schwar and Zikas.  Nays: Tarsi. 

Executive Session 

 Motion made by Councilwoman Tarsi to pass the following resolution, motion seconded 

by Councilman Dunwell, all were in favor. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION RESOLUTION 

 

 WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting 

in certain circumstances; and 
 

 WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist. 

 
1. The public shall be excluded from discussion(s) of the hereinafter specified subject matter(s). 

2. The general nature of the subject matter(s) to be discussed is: Personnel, Litigation and/or Contractual,  

3. It is anticipated at this time, that the above stated subject matter(s) will be made public when it is no longer a matter of 
confidentiality. 

4. Action may or may not be taken after executive session. 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Alpha that the public shall be excluded from an 

executive session for approximately for 2 hours, allowing for a five (5) minute recess between the regular session and the executive session. 
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Return to Regular Session 

 Motion made by Councilman Pfefferle to return to regular session, motion seconded by 

Councilman Dunwell, all were in favor. 

 Motion made by Councilman Pfefferle to approve the following resolution, motion 

seconded by Councilman Dunwell.  Roll call: Ayes: Dunwell, Pfefferle, Savary, Schwar, Tarsi 

and Zikas.  Nays: none. 

RESOLUTION 2012-69 

SPECIAL SEWER COUNSEL 

 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough Council and Mayor have decided that the best interest of the Borough, Special 

Sewer Counsel should be retained; and 

WHEREAS, the services of Special Sewer Counsel would be exempted from public bidding, This retainer 

is awarded without competitive bidding as a “Professional Service” under provisions of the Local Public Contracts 

Law as provided by NJSA 40A:11-5 because it requires service performed by a person authorized by law to practice 

a recognized profession and it is not possible to obtain competitive bids. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough of Alpha Council hereby authorizes, Mason, 

Griffith and Pierson, specifically, Trishka Waterbury to be retained as Special Sewer Counsel, at the rate of $175.00 

per hour plus relevant costs. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor is hereby authorized to execute said contract and all other 

contracts for Special Sewer Counsel are deemed terminated if they haven’t been already. 

CERTIFICATION 

I, Laurie A. Barton, Clerk of the Borough of Alpha, County of Warren, State of New Jersey, do hereby certify the 

foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted by the Common Council at a meeting of said 

Common Council on May 8, 2012 and that said Resolution was adopted by not less than the legal vote needed of the 

members of the Council. 

 

 

Adjourn 

 

There being no further business to come before Council at this time, on motion made by 

Councilman Pfefferle and seconded by Councilman Zikas this meeting adjourned at 11:56 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Laurie A. Barton, RMC 
 

  

 

  

  

 

  


