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Council President, Klara Tarsi, called the Meeting of the Common Council of the 

Borough of Alpha to order at 7:04 p.m. on Tuesday, July 10, 2012. 

Council President, Klara Tarsi, announced that adequate notice of the meeting was given 

to the Star Gazette and posted on the bulletin board in the Clerk’s office satisfying the 

requirements of the Open Public Meeting Act: 

NOTICE 

 

Pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act, adequate notice of this meeting has 

been given.  On January 4, 2012, the Municipal Clerk delivered to The Express-Times and 

posted on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building, a notice containing the date, time and 

place of this meeting of the Alpha Borough Council.  Also, said notice has been mailed to 

persons requesting the same. 
 

Council President, Klara Tarsi, led prayer and the salute to the flag.  

Roll Call:  Present: Councilman Dunwell, Councilman Pfefferle, Councilman Savary, 

Councilwoman Schwar and Councilwoman Tarsi.  Also present Borough Clerk, Laurie A. 

Barton and Borough Attorney Christopher Troxell. Absent: Mayor Hanics and Councilman 

Zikas. 

Public Comment 

 Charles Bodogh, East Central Avenue, inquired about having a sign posted at the dump 

area (grass dump).  Councilman Dunwell responded and stated that once the security cameras go 

up, a sign will also be posted. 

Ordinances 

 Motion made Councilman Dunwell and seconded by Councilwoman Schwar to open the 

public hearing for the following Ordinance, all were favor. 

ORDINANCE 2012-06 

AN ORDINANCE SETTING THE 2012 SALARY RANGES 

 FOR THE HEREIN NAMED EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF ALPHA. 
 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Alpha, County of Warren, State of New 

Jersey that the annual salaries of the following officers and/or employees of the Borough of Alpha, County of 

Warren, and State of New Jersey named herein shall be as follows: 

 

Laborer 1    $25,000.00 – $35,000.00 per year; 
 
Laborer 2    $33,000.00 – $43,000.00 per year; and 
 
Laborer 3   $38,450.00 - $49,781.00 per year. 
 

 

Any ordinance or sections of the ordinance of the Borough of Alpha, New Jersey inconsistent herein shall be and the 

same hereby repealed.  These salary ranges are based, in part, on civil service or department of personnel 

information. 

 

This ordinance shall become effective immediately. 
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 Hearing no public comment, motion made by Councilman Dunwell to close the public 

hearing, motion seconded by Councilwoman Schwar, all were in favor. 

 Motion made by Councilman Dunwell to adopt the foregoing Ordinance (2012-06), 

motion seconded by Councilwoman Schwar.  Roll call: Ayes: Dunwell, Pfefferle, Savary, 

Schwar and Tarsi. Nays: none. 

Resolutions 

 Motion made by Councilman Dunwell to approve the following resolution.  Motion 

seconded by Councilwoman Schwar.  Roll call: Ayes: Dunwell, Pfefferle, Savary, Schwar and 

Tarsi. Nays: none. 

RESOLUTION 2012-97 

RESOLUTION AWARDING A CONTRACT 

FOR AUXILIARY POWER INSTALLATION AT FRACE STREET WTP 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Alpha have determined that improvements are 

needed to the Frace Street Water Tower within the Borough of Alpha; and 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Alpha have openly and publicly bid such contract 

for the improvement work thereto, pursuant to New Jersey law; and 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Alpha has received the lowest responsible bid from Lance Electric, Inc. based 

on the recommendation of the Borough Engineer. 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Alpha, County of 

Warren, Sate of New Jersey that the said contract for the installation of Auxiliary Power at the Frace Street Water 

Tower within the Borough of Alpha is hereby awarded to Lance Electric, Inc., having bid $72,525.00 for said work, 

upon written certification of funds by the Borough CFO. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor, Clerk Borough Attorney, and/or Borough Engineer are 

authorized to execute all necessary documents to effectuate the contract. 

Department Reports 

Administration, Councilwoman Carol Schwar:  No report.  In closing, Councilwoman 

Schwar approved bills, salaries and wages for her department. 

Finance, Councilman Chris Pfefferle: Councilman Pfefferle reported that he will be 

meeting with the CFO to go over budget issues.  Councilman Pfefferle added that he is waiting to 

hear back from Greenwich’s Mayor regarding new hours for the CFO.  In closing, Councilman 

Pfefferle approved bills, salaries and wages for his department. 

Public Property, Councilman Michael Savary: No Report. In closing, Councilman 

Savary approved bills, salaries and wages for his department. 

Public Works, Councilman Craig Dunwell: Councilman Dunwell briefly reported that he 

called NH Leak Detection for possible leaks.   
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Councilman Dunwell requested thirty minutes in executive session for potential 

litigation.  In closing Councilman Dunwell approved bills, salaries and wages for his department. 

Public Safety, Councilwoman Klara Tarsi: Councilwoman Tarsi gave the police call 

report received from the Fire Department and the Emergency Squad for the month of June.   In 

closing, Councilwoman Tarsi approved bills, salaries and wages for her department. 

Attorney Troxell presented two resolutions for Council’s approval.  Motion made by 

Councilwoman Schwar to approve the following resolution. Motion seconded by Councilman 

Savary.  Roll call: Ayes: Dunwell, Pfefferle, Savary, Schwar and Tarsi. Nays: none. 

RESOLUTION 2012-98 

RECYCLING COORDINATOR SALARY 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Borough Council desire to establish the salary of the Recycling Coordinator 

for the second half of the year; and 

 WHEREAS, the Borough is in need of a Recycling Coordinator and Thomas Fey has completed his 

required training with the State of New Jersey to become certified. 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Alpha, County 

of Warren, and State of New Jersey hereby appoint Thomas Fey as the Borough’s Recycling Coordinator at a salary 

of $3,000.00 for the period of July 1, 2012 to December 31, 2012 upon certification of funds by the Borough CFO. 

Motion made by Councilman Pfefferle to approve the following resolution. Motion 

seconded by Councilwoman Schwar.  Roll call: Ayes: Dunwell, Pfefferle, Savary, Schwar and 

Tarsi. Nays: none. 

RESOLUTION 2012-99 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE  

HIRING OF SPECIAL CONTRACT COUNSEL 

 

 WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of Alpha deems the hiring of a special contract counsel to 

represent the Borough in shared services contract negotiations, including for police coverage of and for the Borough, 

to be in the best interests of the Borough of Alpha; 

WHEREAS, the services of special contract counsel would be exempted from public bidding, this retainer 

is awarded without competitive bidding as a “Professional Service” under provisions of the Local Public Contracts 

Law as provided by NJSA 40A:11-5 because it requires service performed by a person authorized by law to practice 

a recognized profession. 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Alpha that Francesco 

Taddeo, Esq., a New Jersey licensed attorney, be hired or retained as special contract counsel for the Borough of 

Alpha for the calendar year 2012 at a rate of $165.00 per hour, upon certification of funds by the CFO, and subject 

to proper documentation being provided by Attorney Taddeo to the Clerk. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to execute the contract 

and any related documents. 
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 Motion made by Councilman Pfefferle for Mr. Taddeo to work with Phillipsburg on a 

Police Shared Services contract, motion seconded by Councilman Dunwell.  Roll call: Ayes: 

Dunwell, Pfefferle, Savary and Schwar.  Nays: Tarsi. 

Health and Welfare, Councilman Harry Zikas: Councilwoman Schwar reported in 

Councilman Zikas’s absence, on the meeting she had with the Tom Fey, Recycling Coordinator.  

There is an issue with Waste Management taking grass clippings and weeds that people are 

placing in their garbage. The Industrial Park businesses will be receiving a letter due to the lack 

of recycling. They are not doing their part in reporting their tonnage with recyclables.    

Committee Reports 

 Insurance: Councilwoman Tarsi briefly summarized her meeting she had with the 

Insurance Company today.  The value of the contents of the Frace Street Water plant needs to be 

updated due to the recent upgrades.  

 Water/Sewer: Councilman Dunwell stated that he met Mayor Wyant and Councilman 

Todd Tersigni (both of Phillipsburg) regarding the leasing of the sewer capacity.  Councilman 

Dunwell added that this will be discussed in more detail in executive session.  

Professionals and Officials Reports 

 Mayor, Edward Hanics: Council President Tarsi stated that the Mayor is still out of town 

due to power outages. 

 Attorney, Christopher Troxell: Mr. Troxell requested ten minutes in executive session for 

potential litigation. 

 Engineer, Frank Seney: Mr. Seney briefed Council on the ongoing projects and projects 

that have since been completed.   

 CFO, Lorraine Rossetti: Ms. Rossetti stated that there is an addition to the bill list # 12-

00219 (attorney retainer).  Ms. Rossetti summarized the exit conference she had with the 

Auditors regarding the 2011 Audit report.  There are five audit recommendations and a 

corrective action plan has been prepared.  Ms. Rossetti continued on with her report going 

through all the recommendations and the remedy for each one. 

 In other business, Ms. Rossetti asked for an approval for a change order involving the 

Penn Bower project.  Motion made by Councilman Dunwell to approve the change orders for 

Penn Bower, motion seconded by Councilwoman Schwar.  Roll call: Ayes: Dunwell, Pfefferle, 

Savary, Schwar and Tarsi. 
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 Ms. Rossetti stated that she has an outstanding change order for the North Boulevard 

project.  Motion made by Councilman Dunwell to approve, motion seconded by Councilwoman 

Schwar.  Roll call: Ayes: Dunwell, Pfefferle, Savary, Schwar and Tarsi. 

 Ms. Rossetti gave a brief Utility update with regards to the online billing.  

 Recycling Coordinator, Tom Fey: Mr. Fey reported that residents are putting their 

recyclables out with their garbage and the garbage men are taking it. Mr. Fey recommended that 

a meeting be set up with Waste Management and Council to resolve this issue.  

Public Comment 

 Robb Darley, Stewartsville, stated that he is here on behalf of the Phillipsburg Area Colts 

and requested the use of the concession stands at the field.  Attorney Troxell reported in relation 

to this request, about a meeting he held with Mario Manzo and Councilwoman Tarsi. Mr. Troxell 

stated that the Colts are part of the AYAA.  They each share a member of each other’s board 

(Colts and AYAA).  Internal controls have been taken regarding the checking account.  Motion 

made by Councilman Savary to allow the Colts to use the field and concession stand, motion 

seconded by Councilwoman Schwar.  Roll call: Ayes: Dunwell, Pfefferle, Savary, Schwar and 

Tarsi.  Nays: none. 

 Stan Prater, JCP&L, introduced himself to Council as the area manager for Alpha.  Mr. 

Prater reported on the enhancements they have made since the October snow storm.  

 Tom Fey, East Blvd, inquired about sidewalks being installed on the 7
th

 Avenue project.  

Councilman Dunwell reported that curbs will be installed on both sides while a sidewalk will be 

installed on one side only. 

Payment of Bills and Claims 

 Councilwoman Schwar, at this time, stated that she signed and approved the Health and 

Welfare bills. 

 Motion made by Councilman Dunwell to have the director’s reports part of the minutes, 

motion seconded by Councilwoman Schwar, all were in favor. 

 Motion made by Councilwoman Schwar to authorize the CFO to pay bills approved by 

the directors including additions, motion seconded by Councilman Dunwell.  Roll call: Ayes: 

Dunwell, Pfefferle, Savary, Schwar and Tarsi.  Nays: none. 
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 Motion made by Councilwoman Schwar to authorize the CFO to pay all salaries and 

wages approved by the directors, motion seconded by Councilman Savary.  Roll call: Ayes: 

Dunwell, Pfefferle, Savary, Schwar and Tarsi.  Nays: none. 
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Old Business 

 Councilwoman Schwar updated Council about a previous complaint from Councilwoman 

Tarsi regarding used metal drums that were being given away free here in the Borough.  It was 

reported back from the Code Enforcement Officer that the metal drums had used motor oil in 

them. 

New Business 

 Motion made by Councilwoman Schwar to approve the Raffle License# RA-2012-5, 

Alpha Fire Department. Motion seconded by Councilman Dunwell.  Roll call: Ayes: Dunwell, 

Pfefferle, Savary, Schwar and Tarsi.  Nays: none. 

 Councilwoman Schwar reported on the correspondence received from the Boy Scouts, 

offering to paint the outside of the field house.  Councilwoman Schwar stated that the Borough 

will purchase the paint and they will provide the labor. 

Executive Session 

 Motion made by Councilman Dunwell to pass the following resolution, motion seconded 

by Councilwoman Schwar, all were in favor. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION RESOLUTION 

 

 WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, permits the exclusion of 

the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and 

 

 WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist. 

 

1. The public shall be excluded from discussion(s) of the hereinafter specified subject matter(s). 

2. The general nature of the subject matter(s) to be discussed is: Personnel, Litigation and/or Contractual,  

3. It is anticipated at this time, that the above stated subject matter(s) will be made public when it is no 

longer a matter of confidentiality. 

4. Action may or may not be taken after executive session. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Alpha that the 

public shall be excluded from an executive session for approximately for 40 minutes, allowing for a five (5) minute 

recess between the regular session and the executive session. 
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Return to Regular Session 

Motion made by Councilwoman Schwar to return to regular session, motion seconded by 

Councilman Savary, all were in favor. 

 Motion made by Councilman Pfefferle to approve the mercantile license for Roseland, 

motion seconded by Councilwoman Schwar, all were in favor. 

 Motion made by Councilwoman Schwar to approve the following resolution.  Motion 

seconded by Councilman Dunwell.  Roll call: Ayes: Dunwell, Pfefferle, Savary, Schwar and 

Tarsi.  Nays: none. 

 

 

RESOLUTION 2012-100 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING BOROUGH ENGINEER TO PROVIDE CONSULTING ENGINEERING 

SERVICES FOR REBUILDING WATER SOFTENER 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Alpha, County of Warren, State of New 

Jersey that the firm Remington & Vernick Engineers is hereby authorized to act as the Borough Engineer and 

proceed with the Engineering services in regard to rebuilding the water softener at the Frace Street Treatment Plant 

in the Borough for the contemplated scope of work in accordance with the firms proposal and in an amount not to 

exceed $15,000.00, upon written certification of funds by the Borough CFO. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor, Clerk, Borough Attorney and/or Borough Engineer are 

authorized to execute all necessary documents to effectuate the services. 

Motion made by Councilman Dunwell to approve the following resolution.  Motion 

seconded by Councilman Pfefferle.  Roll call: Ayes: Dunwell, Pfefferle, Savary, Schwar and 

Tarsi.  Nays: none. 

RESOLUTION 2012-101 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING BOROUGH ENGINEER  

TO PROVIDE CONSULTING  

ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR WATER MAIN WORK 

 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Alpha, County of Warren, State of New 

Jersey that the firm Remington & Vernick Engineers is hereby authorized to act as the Borough Engineer and 

proceed with the Engineering services in regard to the raw water main from Pursel Street pump house to Frace street 

Treatment Plant and additional 350 feet (approximately) of water mains in the Borough for the contemplated scope 

of work in accordance with the firms proposal and in an amount not to exceed $31,000.00, upon written certification 

of funds by the Borough CFO. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor, Clerk, Borough Attorney and/or Borough Engineer are 

authorized to execute all necessary documents to effectuate the services. 

Motion made by Councilman Pfefferle to approve the following resolution.  Motion 

seconded by Councilman Dunwell.  Roll call: Ayes: Dunwell, Pfefferle, Savary, Schwar and 

Tarsi.  Nays: none. 
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RESOLUTION 2012-102 

CODE RED ALERT SYSTEM 

 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Alpha, County of Warren, State of New 

Jersey that the Borough enter into a contract with Code Red Alert System in an amount not to exceed $2,000.00 per 

year for a three (3) year contract, upon written certification of funds by the Borough CFO. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor, Clerk, and/or Borough Attorney are authorized to 

execute all necessary documents to effectuate the services. 

Adjourn 

 

There being no further business to come before Council at this time, on motion made by 

Councilman Pfefferle and seconded by Councilwoman Schwar, this meeting adjourned at  

9:20 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Laurie A. Barton, RMC 

 

 


