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Council-President, Harry Zikas Jr. called the Meeting of the Common Council of the 

Borough of Alpha to order at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, August 10, 2010. 

Council-President, Harry Zikas Jr. announced that adequate notice of the meeting was 

given to the Express-Times and posted on the bulletin board in the Clerk’s office satisfying the 

requirements of the Open Public Meeting Act: 

NOTICE 
 

Pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act, adequate notice of this meeting has 

been given.  On January 5, 2010, the Municipal Clerk delivered to the Express-Times and posted 

on the bulletin board in the Municipal Clerk’s office a notice containing the date, time, and place 

of this special meeting of the Borough Council.  Also said notice has been mailed to persons 

requesting the same. 

Council-President, Harry Zikas Jr. led prayer and the salute to the flag.  

Roll Call: Councilman Gara, Councilman Hajdu, Councilman Savary, Councilwoman Tarsi,  

Councilman H. Zikas, and Borough Clerk, Laurie A. Barton. Also present, Borough Attorney, 

Christopher Troxell.  Absent: Mayor Hanics and Councilman A. Zikas. 

Public Comment   

 Lloyd Best, 1000 Dewey Avenue commented on the use of the pedestrian bridge and 

expressed his opinion on preserving the bridge. 

 Alex Hogan, 757 Pursel Street, discussed the AYAA’s haunted hayride which will run on 

October 22
nd

, 23
rd

, 29
th

 and the 30
th

 at the park and expressed the desire of the AYAA using the 

pool house also. 

 Mr. Hogan also inquired about a camp out for the cub scouts at the pavilion on  

September 11
th

. 

Resolution 

 Motion made by Councilwoman Tarsi to approve the following resolution: 

RESOLUTION 2010-68 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE USE OF DEPOSIT ON-SITE  

THROUGH PNC BANK 

WHEREAS, PNC Bank offers a service termed “Deposit On-Site” at no charge to its customers, 

including the Borough of Alpha; 

  WHEREAS, through a provided desk top scanner check images will be transmitted directly by 

Borough of Alpha employees to PNC Bank for deposit processing for the Borough of Alpha; 
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  WHEREAS, this service enables the banking day to be extended; and 

 

WHEREAS, this service will save time, improve efficiency, and improve security for the internal 

depositing process; 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Alpha in the 

County of Warren, New Jersey, that Borough of Alpha employees already authorized to make deposits at PNC 

Bank—including CFO Lorraine Rossetti, Clerk Laurie Barton, and Tax Collector Carrie Emery—are hereby 

authorized to engage in the above-referenced service through PNC Bank and execute all necessary documentation 

upon review by the Borough Attorney. 

 Motion seconded by Councilman Hajdu, roll call: Ayes: Gara, Hajdu, Savary, Tarsi and 

H. Zikas.  Nays: none. 

 The Borough Attorney stated he will need fifteen minutes in executive session for 

litigation and contractual.  Councilman Savary stated he will need five minutes in executive 

session for personnel and Council-President Harry Zikas stated he will have a  twenty minute 

executive session for contractual. 

Payment of Bills, Claims and Salaries 

 Councilwoman Tarsi made a motion that the CFO be authorized to pay all bills 

authorized by the director. Councilman Gara seconded the motion. Roll call: ayes: Gara, Hajdu, 

Savary, Tarsi and H. Zikas.  Nays: none. 

 Councilman Gara made a motion that the CFO is authorized to pay all salaries and wages 

approved by the director, Councilwoman Tarsi seconded. Roll call: ayes: Gara, Hajdu, Savary, 

Tarsi and H. Zikas.  Nays: none. 
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A fifteen minute break at 7:15 p.m. was taken. 

Bid Openings-Garbage and Recycling Bids 

 Attorney Troxell opened the bids received for the Garbage and Recycling and stated that 

only two bids were received from Raritan Valley and Waste Management.  Mr. Troxell read the 

bid amounts and asked for a motion to accept the bids for attorney review.  Motion made by 

Councilwoman Tarsi to accept the two bids for attorney review, Councilman Savary seconded 

the motion, all were in favor. 

Executive Session-40 minutes 

 Motion made by Councilwoman Tarsi to approve the following resolution to go into 

executive session for forty minutes: 

 EXECUTIVE SESSON 

 WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting 

in certain circumstances; and 

 WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist. 
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1. The public shall be excluded from discussion(s) of the hereinafter specified subject matter(s). 

2. The general nature of the subject matter(s) to be discussed is: Personnel, Litigation or Contractual,  
3. It is anticipated at this time, that the above stated subject matter(s) will be made public when it is no longer a matter of 

confidentiality. 

4. Action may or may not be taken after executive session. 

 

Motion seconded by Councilman Gara, all were in favor. 

 

Regular Session 

 Motion made by Councilman Gara to return to regular session, motion seconded by 

Councilwoman Tarsi, all were in favor.   

(Councilman Savary did not return for the remainder of the regular meeting.) 

 Motion made by Councilwoman Tarsi to approve the following resolution: 

RESOLUTION 2010-69 

CONFLICT ATTORNEY 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Alpha, County of Warren, State of New Jersey 

as follows: 

 1.  John Caleca, Esq. is hereby retained as Attorney exclusively to act on the Borough of Alpha’s behalf in the event 

the Municipal Attorney should have an appearance of conflict or actual conflict, including with the negotiation of 

contracts with Phillipsburg and Lopatcong. 

 2. This retainer is awarded without competitive bidding as a “Professional Service” under provisions of the Local 

Public Contracts Law as provided by NJSA 40A:11-5 because it requires service performed by a person authorized 

by law to practice a recognized profession and it is not possible to obtain competitive bids. 

 3. The fee shall be at the rate of $110.00 per hour. 

 4. A copy of this resolution shall be published in the Star Gazette, Hackettstown, New Jersey as required by law 

within 10 days of passage. 

 Motion seconded by Councilman Gara, Roll call: ayes: Gara, Hajdu, Tarsi and H. Zikas.  

Nays: none. 

 Council-President Harry Zikas at this time commended the Clerk for going above and 

beyond her job responsibilities and taking Mr. Clarence Deemer down to Trenton for his 

retirement conference and she did this on her own time and on vacation, and on behalf of 

Council, Council-President H. Zikas wished to commend her and thank her.   

The Clerk responded that it was a pleasant car ride and he (Clarence Deemer) is full of 

knowledge and it was also cumbersome for a man with that amount of years with the Borough 

(retiring) and stated that she was not looking for any special recognition and thanked those 

present on Council.  
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Adjournment 

 Seeing no further business to come before Mayor and Council, motion made by 

Councilman H. Zikas and seconded by Councilwoman Tarsi, all were in favor. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Laurie A. Barton, RMC  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


