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Mayor Edward Hanics called the Meeting of the Common Council of the Borough of 

Alpha to order at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, September 14, 2010. 

Mayor Edward Hanics announced that adequate notice of the meeting was given to the 

Express-Times and posted on the bulletin board in the Clerk’s office satisfying the requirements 

of the Open Public Meeting Act: 

NOTICE 
 

Pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act, adequate notice of this meeting has 

been given.  On January 5, 2010, the Municipal Clerk delivered to the Express-Times and posted 

on the bulletin board in the Municipal Clerk’s office a notice containing the date, time, and place 

of this special meeting of the Borough Council.  Also said notice has been mailed to persons 

requesting the same. 

Mayor Edward Hanics led prayer and the salute to the flag.  

Roll Call: Gara, Savary, Tarsi, A. Zikas and H. Zikas and Borough Clerk, Laurie Barton.  

Absent: Hajdu.  Also present, Borough Attorney, Christopher Troxell and CFO, Lorraine 

Rossetti.   

Public Comment   

 Craig Dunwell 1159 7
th

 Avenue discussed the discolored water at his home for the past 

month.  Lengthy discussions ensued regarding the water lines and the type of water line. Mr. 

Dunwell expressed his mothers concern who is the owner of the property about the cost of 

replacing the lines and the water would still be discolored.  Mayor Hanics advised Mr. Dunwell 

to tell his mother to not go through the process of replacing the lines just yet being that there 

could be just a break in the line.  Mayor Hanics will have Charlie Olah of the Department of 

Public works do a flush of the system and go from there.  

 Mr. Dunwell also discussed the 2009 Road Improvement Project and the engineering fees 

of this project and questioned why bills were paid for in 2009 for something that wasn’t done 

until April or May of 2010.  Lengthy discussions ensued regarding billing from the Engineer and 

if it was double billing.  Mayor Hanics stated that the Engineer needs to be here to answer these 

questions.  CFO, Lorraine Rossetti briefly explained the billing from the Engineer and that it is 

usually one month behind in receiving their bills and explained about professional services 

billing. 
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 Mr. Dunwell also inquired about the bond ordinance that was passed regarding the water 

treatment project and inquired about why a bond ordinance was done for a grant application.  Mr. 

Dunwell also inquired about $150,000.00 authorizing this spending for the design of the water 

treatment plan and what exactly is this money being spent on.  CFO, Lorraine Rossetti stated that 

the money was specifically inserted in the operational budget authorizing the spending.  Further 

discussions ensued regarding the type and size of the water treatment plant for the project. 

Councilwoman Tarsi stated that the professionals who made up the design will be asked to come 

to the next meeting to explain it further and discuss an alternative.  Water rates compared to 

Aqua was discussed. Further discussions ensued regarding the bond ordinance and monies paid 

out to the Engineer for the water treatment plant project.  Mr. Dunwell stated that he thinks 

having a public hearing should be done regarding the project.  Mayor Hanics agreed and supports 

public hearings.  

Alex Hogan, AYAA discussed his request to use the old pool house for a haunted house 

fundraiser in October.  Insurance and safety concerns were discussed regarding the use of the 

building as was having the proper exits, lighting and fire suppression. 

Approval of Pavilion permit: Lehigh Valley Cloggers for September 19, 2010 

 Motion made by Councilman A. Zikas to approve the foregoing pavilion permit waiving 

the fee, motion seconded by Councilman H. Zikas, roll call: Ayes: Gara, Savary, A. Zikas and H. 

Zikas.  Abstain: Tarsi. 

Bills & Claims 

 Councilman H. Zikas made a motion that the CFO be authorized to pay all bills 

authorized by the directors. Councilwoman Tarsi seconded the motion. Roll call: ayes: Gara, 

Savary, Tarsi, A. Zikas and H. Zikas.  Nays: none. 

  Councilman H. Zikas made a motion that the CFO is authorized to pay all salaries and 

wages approved by the director, Councilman Gara seconded. Roll call: Ayes: Gara, Savary, 

Tarsi, A. Zikas and H. Zikas.  Nays: none. 
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Motion made by Councilman H. Zikas to continue the bill paying meetings to the first meeting of 

the month (amending agenda Resolution)  motion seconded by Councilman Gara to approve the 

following resolution: 

RESOLUTION 2010-81 

RESOLUTION BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF ALPHA, WARREN COUNTY, STATE OF NEW 

JERSEY, IN REGARD TO COUNCIL MEETINGS AND AMENDING AGENDA FORMAT 

 

WHEREAS, the Governing Body hereby amends the format of their regular meetings and the agenda to 

reflect the changes; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Alpha, County 

of Warren, State of New Jersey that a Bill Paying Meeting of the Governing Body of the Alpha Borough 

Council shall be held at 7:00pm prevailing time, on the SECOND Tuesday and a REGULAR COUNCIL 

MEETING on the FOURTH Tuesday of each month (unless noted otherwise due to scheduling conflict) 

for the remaining months of October, November and December (if applicable), except when said 

meetings shall be duly advertised according to Section 13 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231. 

The dates of said meetings are as follows: 

 

October 12
th
 (bill paying), October 26

th
 (regular meeting) 



4 
 

November 9
th
 (Regular meeting) 

December 7
th
 (bill paying) December 14

th
 (regular meeting) 

 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all meetings shall be held at the Borough Municipal Building, 

1001 East Boulevard, Alpha, NJ 08865 and are open to the public. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the format for bill paying meetings (Second Tuesday of each 

month) of Council be as follows: 

 

AGENDA 

Call to Order 

Prayer & Salute to the Flag 

Roll Call 

Bid Openings (if applicable) 

Public Comment 

Payment of Bills & Claims 

Adjournment 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the format for regular meetings (fourth Tuesday of each month) of 

Council be as follows: 

 

AGENDA 

Call to Order 

Prayer & Salute to the Flag 

Roll Call 

Public Comment 

Bids (if applicable) 

Ordinances 

Resolutions   

Approval of Minutes 

Department Reports 

Committee Reports 

Payment of Bills & Claims 

Old Business 

New Business 
Adjournment 

Roll Call: Ayes: Gara, Savary, A. Zikas and H. Zikas.  Nays: Tarsi. 

 

 

 

Executive Session-Fifteen Minutes Personnel/Litigation/Contractual 

 Motion made by Councilman H. Zikas to approve the following resolution to go into 

executive session: 

EXECUTIVE SESSON 

 

 WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, 

permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and 

 WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist. 

1. The public shall be excluded from discussion(s) of the hereinafter specified subject 

matter(s). 

2. The general nature of the subject matter(s) to be discussed is: Personnel, Litigation or 

Contractual,  
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3. It is anticipated at this time, that the above stated subject matter(s) will be made 

public when it is no longer a matter of confidentiality. 

Action may or may not be taken after executive session 

Motion seconded by Councilman Gara, all were in favor. 

Return to regular meeting 

 Motion made by Councilwoman Tarsi to return to regular meeting, motion seconded by 

Councilman Gara, all were in favor. 

 Councilwoman Tarsi discussed the letter regarding the State’s Best Practices checklist 

that all municipalities are required to complete.  Councilwoman Tarsi reminded everyone to 

attend the Warren County League meeting on September 30
th 

in which everyone received a 

notice of the upcoming meeting.  

 The Clerk was instructed to send the CFO a letter tomorrow to have her hold up on 

sending in the checklist.  Attorney Troxell recommended that the Council vote on the best 

practices checklist. 

 Motion made by Councilman Savary to approve the following resolution awarding the 

garbage contract to Waste Management: 

RESOLUTION 2010-72 
RESOLUTION AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR 

SOLID WASTE, GARBAGE, REFUSE AND 
CURBSIDE RECYCLING COLLECTION WITHIN 

THE BOROUGH OF ALPHA 
TO WASTE MANAGEMENT OF NEW JERSEY, INC. 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Alpha have determined that the collection of solid waste, 

garbage, refuse, and curbside recycling from all designated sites and locations within the Borough of Alpha be 

performed by an outside vendor under a contract to the lowest, qualified bidder, pursuant to New Jersey law; and 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Alpha have openly and publicly bid such contract for the 

term of October 1, 2010 to September 30, 2015, pursuant to New Jersey law; and 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Alpha has received the lowest, qualified bid from Waste Management of New Jersey, 

Inc.; and 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Alpha, County of Warren, 

State of New Jersey, that the said contract for the collection of solid waste, garbage, refuse, and curbside recycling 

from all designated sites and locations within the Borough of Alpha is hereby awarded to Waste Management of 

New Jersey, Inc., pursuant to Option #3, having submitted the lowest bid as follows: 

 Year 1Solid Waste - $149,292.00; Recyclables - $34,392.00 

 Year 2Solid Waste - $153,768.00; Recyclables - $35,412.00 

 Year 3Solid Waste - $158,376.00; Recyclables - $36,468.00 

 Year 4Solid Waste - $163,116.00; Recyclables - $37,560.00 

 Year 5Solid Waste - $168,000.00; Recyclables - $38,676.00 
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 Total: Solid Waste - $792,552.00; Recyclables - $182,508.00 

 Grand Total:$975,060.00 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor, Clerk and Borough Attorney are authorized to execute all necessary 

documents to effectuate the contract after approval by counsel, including the contract and having the clerk send the 

successful bidder notice to return the executed contract, performance bond, vehicle dedication affidavit or statement 

and an affirmative action statement and send notice to the NJDEP. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Gara Roll Call: Ayes: Gara, Savary, A. Zikas and H. 

Zikas.  Nays: Tarsi. Nays: none. 

Mayor Hanics announced he will be out of town from tomorrow morning until Sunday 

and Council-President H. Zikas stated he will be out of town from Friday through Sunday and 

Councilwoman Tarsi will be in charge during that time. 

Councilman Savary inquired about questions being asked during a motion before a 

resolution is adopted.   

 Adjournment 8:19 P.M. 

 Seeing no further business to come before Council, motion made by Councilman H. 

Zikas to adjourn, motion seconded by Councilwoman Tarsi, all were in favor.   

Respectfully submitted, 

Laurie A. Barton, RMC 

 


