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Mayor Hanics called the Meeting of the Common Council of the Borough of Alpha to 

order at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, September 27, 2011. 

Mayor Hanics announced that adequate notice of the meeting was given to the Star 

Gazette and posted on the bulletin board in the Clerk’s office satisfying the requirements of the 

Open Public Meeting Act: 

NOTICE 

 

Pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act, adequate notice of this meeting has been 

given.  On January 5, 2011, the Municipal Clerk delivered to the Star Gazette and posted on the bulletin 

board in the Municipal Clerk’s office a notice containing the date, time, and place of this meeting of the 

Borough Council.  Also said notice has been mailed to persons requesting the same. 

 

Mayor Hanics led prayer and the salute to the flag.  

Roll Call:  Present: Councilman Dunwell, Councilman Pfefferle, Councilman Savary, 

Councilwoman Tarsi and Councilman Zikas.  Also present Borough Attorney, Christopher 

Troxell, Borough Clerk, Laurie A. Barton, CFO, Lorraine Rossetti and Borough Engineer, 

Shelley McGregor. Absent: Councilman Gara. 

Public Comment 

 

 Dave Maski of Van Cleef, gave the Mayor and Council an update on the Highlands 

process regarding an ordinance the borough will need to pass to implement into the master plan. 

 Representatives from David Hornung Architect Planner, Inc came before the Council and 

the public for a presentation regarding a possible skate park at the pool site.  

Executive Session 7:30 P.M. 

 At this time, Councilwoman Tarsi made a motion to pass the following resolution to go 

into executive session for contractual for thirty minutes.  Motion seconded by Councilman 

Pfefferle, all were in favor. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

 WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, 

permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and 

 

 WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist. 

 

1. The public shall be excluded from discussion(s) of the hereinafter specified subject 

matter(s). 

2. The general nature of the subject matter(s) to be discussed is: Personnel, Litigation 

and/or Contractual,  

3. It is anticipated at this time, that the above stated subject matter(s) will be made 

public when it is no longer a matter of confidentiality. 

4. Action may or may not be taken after executive session. 
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Return to regular Session 8:10 P.M. 

 Motion made by Councilwoman Tarsi to return to regular session, motion seconded by 

Councilman Dunwell, all were in favor. 

Public Comment Continuation 

 Representatives from Charter Partners , the Borough’s insurance broker firm, came 

before council to explain the renewal process and a letter to be signed by the Mayor with regard 

to participating in PAIC (Public Alliance Insurance Commission).  It was explained that by 

signing the letter the borough is exercising its right to view other options for insurance and will 

not automatically renew. 

 Motion made by Councilwoman Tarsi to authorize the Mayor to sign the letter for the 

insurance of having 90 days until withdrawal, motion seconded by Councilman Dunwell, roll 

call: Ayes: Dunwell, Pfefferle, Savary, Tarsi and Zikas. Nays: none. 

Public Comment 

 Maura Poquat, West Central Avenue, came before council asking for an update on her 

reimbursement request due to her daughter’s injuries in a softball accident.  Attorney Troxell 

explained that the AYAA is covered under the borough’s liability insurance but did not have the 

supplemental accidental insurance as it is not required.  The borough is in the process of 

gathering documents from the AYAA regarding release forms and anything else of that nature.  

There were discussions about the confusion of the AYAA having the insurance and why it 

lapsed.  Mayor Hanics advised Mrs. Poquat that they will be going into executive session to 

discuss this further. 

 Louis Cartabona, Fifth Avenue, commended all the volunteers for the effort regarding 

hurricane Irene and publicly thanked them. 

Carol Schwar, Fourth Avenue, stated that she wasn’t opposed to the skate park but the 

basketball courts still sit there are not being repaired she also stated that the children on the other 

side of Alpha deserve something over there because not all are able to cross. 

Jim Kern, Pohatcong Township Mayor, publicly thanked the Borough in assistance with 

the flooding. There is an official date set for November 2
nd

 for a public meeting regarding shared 

services at the Pohatcong School. 

Charles Bodogh, East Central Avenue, requested that someone from the borough look at 

the trees that are interfering with fire trucks being able to go down alleys and streets.   



3 

 

Ordinances 

 Motion made by Councilwoman Tarsi to approve the following ordinance with the public 

hearing scheduled for October 11
th

, Councilman Dunwell seconded the motion after explaining 

the need and purpose of the ordinance, roll call: Ayes: Dunwell, Pfefferle, Savary, Tarsi and 

Zikas.  Nays: none. 

 

 ORDINANCE 2011-08 

 

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION 

OF $755,000 FOR IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE WATER 

UTILITY IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF ALPHA, IN THE 

COUNTY OF WARREN, NEW JERSEY AND 

AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $755,000 BONDS OR 

NOTES OF THE BOROUGH FOR FINANCING PART OF 

THE APPROPRIATION. 

 

 

BE IT ORDAINED, BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 

ALPHA, IN THE COUNTY OF WARREN, NEW JERSEY (not less than two-thirds of all 

members thereof affirmatively concurring) AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1:  

The improvement described in Section 3 of this Bond Ordinance (the “Improvement”) is 

hereby authorized to be undertaken by the Borough of Alpha, in the County of Warren, New 

Jersey (the “Borough”) as a general improvement.  For the said Improvement there is hereby 

appropriated the amount of $755,000.  No down payment is required by the Local Bond Law of 

the State of New Jersey, constituting Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statutes, as 

amended and supplemented (the “Local Bond Law”) as the purpose authorized herein is deemed 

self-liquidating and the obligations authorized herein are deductible from the gross debt of the 

Borough, as more fully explained in Section 6(e) of this ordinance. 

SECTION 2:  

In order to finance the additional cost of the Improvement not covered by application of 

the Down Payment, negotiable bonds of the Borough are hereby authorized to be issued in the 

principal amount of $755,000 pursuant to the provisions of the Local Bond Law (the “Bonds”).  

In anticipation of the issuance of the Bonds and to temporarily finance said Improvement or 

purposes, negotiable bond anticipation notes of the Borough are hereby authorized to be issued 

in the principal amount not exceeding $755,000 pursuant to the provisions of the Local Bond 

Law (the “Bond Anticipation Notes” or “Notes”). 

SECTION 3:  

(a) The Improvements hereby authorized and the purposes for the financing of which 

said obligations are to be issued is for improvements to the water utility including but not limited 

to, improvements to the potable water system, and including all work and materials necessary 

therefore and incidental thereto.  

(b) The estimated maximum amount of Bonds or Notes to be issued for the purpose 

of financing a portion of the cost of the Improvement is $755,000. 

(c) The estimated cost of the Improvement is $755,000 which amount represents the 

initial appropriation made by the Borough.   

SECTION 4:  
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All Bond Anticipation Notes issued hereunder shall mature at such times as may be 

determined by the municipal finance officer of the Borough (the “Chief Financial Officer”); 

provided that no Note shall mature later than one year from its date.  The Notes shall bear 

interest at such rate or rates and be in such form as may be determined by the Chief Financial 

Officer.  The Chief Financial Officer shall determine all matters in connection with Notes issued 

pursuant to this ordinance, and the signature of the Chief Financial Officer upon the Notes shall 

be conclusive evidence as to all such determinations.  All Notes issued hereunder may be 

renewed from time to time subject to the provisions of Section 8(a) of the Local Bond Law.  The 

Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to sell part or all of the Notes from time to time at 

public or private sale and to deliver them to the purchasers thereof upon receipt of payment of 

the purchase price plus accrued interest from their dates to the date of delivery thereof.  The 

Chief Financial Officer is directed to report in writing to the Borough Council of the Borough at 

the meeting next succeeding the date when any sale or delivery of the Notes pursuant to this 

ordinance is made.  Such report must include the amount, the description, the interest rate and 

the maturity schedule of the Notes sold, the price obtained and the name of the purchaser. 

SECTION 5:  

The capital budget of the Borough is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of 

this Ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency herewith.  The resolution in the form 

promulgated by the Local Finance Board showing full detail of the amended capital budget and 

capital program as approved by the Director, Division of Local Government Services, 

Department of Community Affairs, State of New Jersey is on file with the Borough Municipal 

Clerk and is available for public inspection. 

SECTION 6:  

The following additional matters are hereby determined, declared, recited and stated: 

(a) The Improvement described in Section 3 of this Bond Ordinance is not a current 

expense, and is a capital improvement or property that the Borough may lawfully make or 

acquire as general improvements, and no part of the cost thereof has been or shall be specially 

assessed on property specially benefited thereby. 

(b) The period of usefulness of the Improvement, within the limitations of the Local 

Bond Law, taking into consideration the respective amounts of all obligations authorized for 

such purpose, according to the reasonable life thereof computed from the date of the Bonds 

authorized by this Bond Ordinance, is 40 years. 

(c) The Supplemental Debt Statement required by the Local Bond Law has been duly 

prepared and filed in the office of the Borough Municipal Clerk and a complete executed 

duplicate thereof has been filed in the office of the Director, Division of Local Government 

Services, Department of Community Affairs, State of New Jersey.  Such statement shows that 

the gross debt of the Borough, as defined in the Local Bond Law, is increased by the 

authorization of the Bonds and Notes provided in this Bond Ordinance by $755,000 and the 

obligations authorized herein will be within all debt limitations prescribed by the Local Bond 

Law. 

(d) An aggregate amount not exceeding $100,000 for items of expense listed in and 

permitted under Section 20 of the Local Bond Law is included in the estimated cost of the 

Improvements, as indicated herein. 

(e) This bond ordinance authorizes obligations of the Borough solely for a purpose 

described in N.J.S.A. 40A:2-7(h).  The obligations authorized herein are to be issued for a 

purpose that is deemed to be self-liquidating pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:2-47(a) and are deductible 

from gross debt pursuant to N.J.S.A 40A:2-44(c). 

SECTION 7:  

Any funds or grant monies received for the purpose described in Section 3 of this 

Ordinance shall be used for financing said Improvement by application thereof either to direct 

payment of the cost of said Improvement or to the payment or reduction of the authorization of 

the obligations of the Borough authorized therefore by this Bond Ordinance.  Any such funds 

received may, and all such funds so received which are not required for direct payment of the 
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cost of said Improvement shall, be held and applied by the Borough as funds applicable only to 

the payment of obligations of the Borough authorized by this Bond Ordinance. 

SECTION 8:  

The full faith and credit of the Borough are hereby pledged to the punctual payment of 

the principal of and interest on the obligations authorized by this Bond Ordinance.  The 

obligations shall be direct, unlimited obligations of the Borough, and the Borough shall be 

obligated to levy ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable property within the Borough for the 

payment of the obligations and the interest thereon without limitation of rate or amount. 

SECTION 9:  

This Bond Ordinance constitutes a declaration of official intent under Treasury 

Regulation Section 1.150-2.  The Borough reasonably expects to pay expenditures with respect 

to the Improvement prior to the date that Borough incurs debt obligations under this Bond 

Ordinance.  The Borough reasonably expects to reimburse such expenditures with the proceeds 

of debt to be incurred by the Borough under this Bond Ordinance.  The maximum principal 

amount of debt expected to be issued for payment of the cost of the Improvement is $755,000. 

SECTION 10:  

This Bond Ordinance shall take effect 20 days after the first publication thereof after final 

adoption, as provided by the Local Bond Law. 

 
 

Ordinance-2
nd

 Reading 

 Motion made by Councilwoman Tarsi to open the public hearing for the following 

ordinance: 

ORDINANCE 2011-06 

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FUNDING FOR  

RECONSTRUCTION OF NORTH BOULEVARD AND  

APPROPRIATING $220,000 OF NJDOT TRUST GRANT AND  

2011 BUDGETED APPROPRIATIONS FOR SUCH PURPOSE 

 

 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF ALPHA, IN THE 

COUNTY OF WARREN, IN THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY AS FOLLOWS: 

 

 Section 1. The Borough of Alpha, in the County of Warren, in the State of New Jersey, authorizes 

the reconstruction of North Boulevard for the Borough of Alpha to be funded from the sources specified in Section 2 

of the Ordinance. 

 

 Section 2. The amount of $175,000.00 is hereby appropriated from the General Capital NJDOT 

Grant and the amount of $45,000 is hereby appropriated from the 2011 Current Fund appropriation entitled 

Improvements to Roads for the purposes stated in Section 1 of the Ordinance. 

 

 Section 3. In connection with the purpose and the amount authorized in Sections 1 and 2 hereof, the 

Borough determines the purpose described in Section 1 hereof is not a Current Expense and is an improvement 

which the Borough of Alpha may lawfully make as a general improvement. 

 

 Section 4.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances which are inconsistent with the terms of this 

Ordinance be and the same are herby repealed to the extent of their inconsistency. 

 

 Section 5.  This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon due passage and publication according 

to law. 

 

 Motion seconded by Councilman Dunwell, all were in favor. 

 Hearing no public comment, on motion by Councilwoman Tarsi to close the public 

hearing, motion seconded by Councilman Dunwell, all were in favor. 
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 Councilman Dunwell inquired about the amount of the grant and the amount coming 

from the Borough, CFO, Lorraine Rossetti explained the details surrounding the amounts in the 

ordinance.  

 Motion to adopt the foregoing ordinance made by Councilwoman Tarsi and seconded by 

Councilman Dunwell, roll call: Ayes Dunwell, Pfefferle, Savary, Tarsi and Zikas.  Nays: none. 

Resolutions 

 Motion made by Councilwoman Tarsi to approve the following resolution: 

RESOLUTION 2011-78 

GOVERNING BODY CERTIFICATION OF THE ANNUAL AUDIT 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A: 5-4 requires the governing body of every local unit to have made an 

annual audit of its books, accounts and financial transactions, and 

WHEREAS, the Annual Report of Audit for the year 2010 has been filed by a Registered 

Municipal Accountant with the Borough Clerk pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A: 5-6, and a copy has 

been received by each member of the governing body; and 

WHEREAS, R.S. 52:27BB-34 authorizes the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey to 

prescribe reports pertaining to the local fiscal affairs; and 

WHEREAS, the Local Finance Board has promulgated N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5, a regulation requiring 

that the governing body of each municipality shall, by resolution, certify to the Local Finance 

Board of the State of New Jersey that all members of the governing body have reviewed, as a 

minimum, the sections of the annual audit entitled “Comments and Recommendations; and 

 
WHEREAS, the members of the governing body have personally reviewed, as a minimum, the 

Annual Report of Audit, and specifically the sections of the Annual Audit entitled “Comments and 

Recommendations, as evidenced by the group affidavit form of the governing body attached hereto; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, such resolution of certification shall be adopted by the Governing Body no later than 

forty-five days after the receipt of the annual audit, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5; and 

WHEREAS, all members of the governing body have received and have familiarized themselves 

with, at least, the minimum requirements of the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey, as 

stated aforesaid and have subscribed to the affidavit, as provided by the Local Finance Board; and 

WHEREAS, failure to comply with the regulations of the Local Finance Board of the State of New 

Jersey may subject the members of the local governing body to the penalty provisions of R.S. 

52:27BB-52, to wit: 

R.S. 52:27BB-52: A local officer or member of a local governing body 

who, after a date fixed for compliance, fails or refuses to obey an order of 

the director (Director of Local Government Services), under the provisions 

of this Article, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, 

may be fined not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) or 

imprisoned for not more than one year, or both, in addition shall forfeit his 

office. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That the Governing Body of the Borough of 

Alpha hereby states that it has complied with N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5 and does hereby submit a 

certified copy of this resolution and the required affidavit to said Board to show evidence 

of said compliance. 

 

Motion seconded by Councilman Dunwell, roll call: Ayes Dunwell, Pfefferle, Savary, 

Tarsi and Zikas.  Nays: none. 



7 

 

 Motion made by Councilwoman Tarsi to approve the following resolution: 

RESOLUTION 2011-79 

RESOLUTION FOR CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN FOR 2010 AUDIT REPORT 

OF THE BOROUGH OF ALPHA, WARREN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY 

 

 WHEREAS, Local Finance Notice #92-15 issued July 8, 1992, requires that all 

municipalities prepare and submit a Corrective Action Plan as part of their annual audit process 

and in accordance with OMB Circulars and #92-15, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the resolution is submitted to the Division of Local Government Services, 

Department of Community Affairs and placed on file with the clerk sixty (60) days from the date 

the audit is received by the governing body, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the audit report was received on July 27, 2011, and 

 

 WHEREAS, this corrective action plan resolution has been prepared by the Chief 

Financial Officer and approved by the governing body of the municipality, 

 

 WHEREAS, Lorraine Rossetti, the Chief Financial Officer, has prepared a corrective 

action plan for findings in the 2010 Audit Report of the Borough of Alpha, Warren County, New 

Jersey, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has provided the Mayor and the Council of the 

Borough of Alpha, Warren County, New Jersey with a copy of this corrective action plan, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and the Council of the Borough of Alpha, Warren County, New 

Jersey have reviewed the findings and the corrective actions of this plan. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough 

of Alpha, Warren County, New Jersey approve the corrective action plan and that the Chief 

Financial Officer of the Borough of Alpha, County of Warren, New Jersey is hereby directed to 

carry out the Corrective Action Plan for the 2010 Audit Report and the Municipal Clerk will 

forward a copy of this resolution to the Department of Community Affairs. 

 

Motion seconded by Councilman Dunwell, roll call: Ayes Dunwell, Pfefferle, Savary, 

Tarsi and Zikas.  Nays: none. 

Motion made by Councilwoman Tarsi to approve the following resolution: 

RESOLUTION 2011-80 

AMENDING THE CAPITAL BUDGET OF THE WATER & SEWER UTILITY 
 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Alpha deems it necessary and desirable to provide 

for a capital project not previously reflected in the 2011 Capital Budget of the Borough, and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J. A.C. 5:30-4.4B provides that the Capital Budget of a governing 

body shall be amended to reflect any provisions, changes or inconsistencies with said 

Capital Budget, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor & Council of the Borough of 

Alpha in the County of Warren, State of New Jersey, that the 2011 Capital Budget 

shall be amended to reflect the addition of Ordinance 11-2008 Improvements to the Water 

Utility, not previously provided for in the Capital Budget and whose intricate detail was not fully 

formed prior to the adoption of the budget.  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this attached form, as promulgated by the Local 

Finance Board shall represent the amended Capital Budget for the year 2011CY and that the 

clerk shall file with the Division of Local Government Services 2 certified copies of this 

Resolution. 
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Motion seconded by Councilman Dunwell, roll call: Ayes Dunwell, Pfefferle, Savary, 

Tarsi and Zikas.  Nays: none. 

Motion made by Councilwoman Tarsi to approve the following resolution: 

RESOLUTION 2011-81 

CANCELLATION OF UNEXPENDED  

UTILITY CAPITAL BALANCES 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Alpha funded Water Treatment Plant Improvements through Ordinance 10-10 

prior to 2011, 

 

WHEREAS, the Governing Body has decided to not proceed with the project as originally planned and 

appropriated, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Alpha hereby 

authorize the Chief Financial Officer to cancel Ordinance 10-10 and journalize the unfunded improvement 

authorization and fixed capital as well as all collateral entries needed to remove the project. 

 

Motion seconded by Councilman Dunwell, roll call: Ayes Dunwell, Pfefferle, Savary, 

Tarsi and Zikas.  Nays: none. 

Motion made by Councilwoman Tarsi to approve the following resolution: 

RESOLUTION 2011-82 
 AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AN AGREEMENT WITH THE MORRIS COUNTY  

COOPERATIVE PRICING COUNCIL TO RENEW MEMBERSHIP THEREIN FOR THE  

PERIOD OF OCTOBER 1, 2011 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2016  

 
 

WHEREAS, the Morris County Cooperative Pricing Council (“MCCPC”) was created in  

1974 to conduct a voluntary cooperative pricing system with municipalities, boards of educations, and 

other public bodies located in the County of Morris and adjoining counties; and  

 
WHEREAS, the purpose of the MCCPC is to provide substantial savings on various goods and 

services to its members through the cooperative public bidding process; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Alpha desires to enter into an Agreement with the MCCPC, which 

is administered by Randolph Township as Lead Agency to renew its membership in the MCCPC for the 

period of October 1, 2011 through September 30, 2016.  

 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough of Alpha, County of Warren, State of New Jersey that the 

Mayor and Council of the Borough of Alpha hereby authorizes the execution of an Agreement with the 

Morris County Cooperative Pricing Council by the Township of Randolph as Lead Agency dated October 

1, 2011 pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-11(5). Said Agreement is for renewal of membership in the MCCPC 

for a five (5) year period from October 1, 2011 through September 30, 2016.  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Municipal Clerk is hereby directed to submit a copy of this 

adopted Resolution, along with an executed Agreement, to Randolph Township as Lead Agency of the 

MCCPC. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution shall take effect immediately upon final 

passage according to law and that all appropriate Alpha Borough officials are authorized and directed to 

perform all required acts to affect the purpose of this Resolution.  

Motion seconded by Councilman Pfefferle, roll call: Ayes Dunwell, Pfefferle, Savary, 

Tarsi and Zikas.  Nays: none. 

Motion made by Councilwoman Tarsi to approve the following resolution: 

RESOLUTION 2011-83 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CANCELLATION 
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OF MUNICIPAL CERTIFICATE OF SALE 

 

 WHEREAS, Certificate of Sale #201011 was issued to the Borough of Alpha, 1001 East 

Boulevard, Alpha, New Jersey, for delinquent taxes on Block 102, Lot 6 (30 Industrial Drive), 

assessed to JB Properties, LLC, at a tax sale held on 

 October 14, 2010; and 

 

 WHEREAS, this certificate has been fully satisfied; 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Municipal Clerk of the 

Borough of Alpha are hereby authorized to endorse Certificate of Sale #201011 for cancellation.  

 

Motion seconded by Councilman Dunwell, roll call: Ayes Dunwell, Pfefferle, Savary, 

Tarsi and Zikas.  Nays: none. 

Department Reports 

 Administration, Councilman Craig Dunwell: Councilman Dunwell discussed 

enforcement of the code book with regards to the code enforcement officer.  A flyer will be 

going out to inform residents the proper process to file a code complaint. Councilman Dunwell 

asked that if anyone knows of people moving out and putting large pieces of furniture curbside, 

to let the code enforcement officer know about these situations.  The flyer will be going out 

October 1
st
.  

 Councilman Dunwell requested thirty minutes in executive session for personnel.  In 

closing, Councilman Dunwell approved bills, salaries and wages for his department. 

 Finance, Councilman Chris Pfefferle: Councilman Pfefferle reported he is working on 

items for the budget with the CFO.  Mr. Pfefferle stated he met the new school superintendent.  

In closing Councilman Pfefferle approved bills, salaries and wages for his department.    

Councilman Pfefferle also requested fifteen minutes in executive session for contractual.   

Health & Welfare, Councilman Alex Zikas: Councilman Zikas gave the reports of the 

Warren County Health Department (last two months).  Councilman Zikas reported that the 

animal control officer answered ten calls in July for Alpha.  In closing, Councilman Zikas 

approved bills, salaries and wages for his department. 

Public Property, Councilman Michael Savary: Councilman Savary reported on the clean 

community workers progress.  

Councilman Savary stated that a new HVAC system will be installed at the end of 

October due to delays and the lighting at the school will be done soon which is also part of the 

energy grant. 
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Councilman Savary stated he received a letter from the AYAA requesting use of the 

fields for the annual haunted hayride.  A motion made by Councilman Savary to approve the 

AYAA request for use of the field for the haunted hayride and that the AYAA must clean up 

after its over, Councilwoman Tarsi seconded the motion, all were in favor. 

In closing Councilman Savary approved bills, salaries and wages for his department. 

CFO, Lorraine Rossetti stated she received a complaint regarding the ladies room.  

Councilman Dunwell inquired about the salt shed (rebuilding). Discussions ensued regarding 

how much money is in the budget (public property). 

Councilman Dunwell inquired about the dirt fill from Wal-Mart. Councilman Pfefferle 

commented that the field drained very well and that only one corner (goal post) had water but the 

rest of the fields drained very well. 

CFO, Lorraine Rossetti reminded Council about prevailing wages for jobs over a certain 

amount. 

Public Safety, Councilman Robert Gara: Councilman Savary reported that Councilman 

Gara thanked the fire department and OEM for their efforts with the storm and stated that 

Councilman Gara had already approved and signed his bills. 

Public Works, Councilwoman Klara Tarsi: Councilwoman Tarsi reported that Charles 

Olah is out on workman’s compensation for an injury.  Chuck Sands (contractor installing new 

meters) is having problems gaining access to resident’s homes.  Discussion ensued regarding 

photo ID for Mr. Sands.  There was a water main break on East Central Avenue.  Councilwoman 

Tarsi stated that she asked Jim Hill to attend tonight’s meeting to give Council an update on the 

sewage system and a request for additional funding to complete his project.  

Jim Hill (Frey Engineering) presented Council with an update on the system and his 

request for additional money (regarding manholes).   

Councilwoman Tarsi continued on with her report and stated that there will be micro 

paving (crack sealing) starting October 3
rd

.  Councilwoman Tarsi made a motion for additional 

funding to be approved for Frey Engineering in the amount of $12,290.00, motion seconded by 

Councilman Savary, roll call: Ayes: Dunwell, Pfefferle, Savary, Tarsi and Zikas.  Nays: none. 

Councilwoman Tarsi briefly stated an issue with an employee not taking vacation time to 

attend a convention and stated that it is a state law that this person be allowed a certain amount 
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of days to attend.  In closing, Councilwoman Tarsi approved bills, salaries and wages for her 

department. 

Professional and Officials Reports 

Mayor, Edward Hanics: Mayor Hanics thanked the fire company and the OEM 

coordinators and everyone involved from both Alpha and Pohatcong Township regarding the 

storm (Irene).  Mayor Hanics reviewed correspondences received through his office.  Mayor 

Hanics went on to report on the Land Use Board vacancy of Mike Rifino and recommended 

having Tim Mellert fill the position.  

Councilman Pfefferle inquired about an update with the library board and the prepayment 

of their loan.  Mayor Hanics stated he does not have an update on this issue at this time.   

Discussions ensued regarding whether or not the library is a public library. 

Councilman Pfefferle inquired about the emergency squad and billing.  Lengthy 

discussions ensued regarding the billing issues and giving the squad money. 

Fire Department, Charles Bodogh: Chief Bodogh discussed the repairs and the cost to 

one of the fire engines or trucks with a blown transmission. Chief Bodogh stated it will cost 

about $20,000 to fix.  Mr. Bodogh also regrettably announced the passing of long time member 

of the fire department Jerry Blevins. 

 Fire prevention week will be during the week of October 9
th

 and the fire department will 

have an open house.  There were 28 total calls for the month of August. 

Attorney, Christopher Troxell: Mr. Troxell requested fifteen minutes in executive session 

for contractual and potential litigation. Mr. Troxell reported that a bid received (lowest bidder) 

did not meet the insurance requirement and recommended to council the project be re-bid (Water 

Treatment Project Phase 3).  Motion made by Councilwoman Tarsi to reject all bids received and 

re-advertise the bid, motion seconded by Councilman Dunwell, roll call: Ayes Dunwell, 

Pfefferle, Savary, Tarsi and Zikas.  Nays: none. 

 Engineer, Stanley Schrek: Mr. Schrek gave updates on the progress of recent flooding 

within the Borough.   

A motion was made by Councilwoman Tarsi to authorize the Borough Engineer to get 

bid proposals for water service on Sigsbee Avenue properties to install meters on the side of the 

properties affected, motion seconded by Councilman Dunwell, roll call: Ayes Dunwell, Pfefferle, 

Savary, Tarsi and Zikas.  Nays: none. 
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Mr. Schrek recommended the bid be awarded to Stothoff (Water Treatment Plant 

Upgrade project), motion made by Councilwoman Tarsi to award the bid to Stothoff subject to 

availability of funds, motion seconded Councilman Dunwell, roll call: Ayes Dunwell, Pfefferle, 

Savary, Tarsi and Zikas.  Nays: none. 

Mr. Schrek recommended awarding the bid to Zee Brothers for the North Boulevard 

project subject. Motion made by Councilwoman Tarsi to award the bid to Zee Brothers subject to 

availability of funds, motion seconded by Councilman Pfefferle, roll call: Ayes Dunwell, 

Pfefferle, Tarsi and Zikas.  Nays: none.  Abstain: Savary. 

Mr. Schrek recommends awarding the bid to P.A. contractors for the Safe Routes to 

School project.  Motion made by Councilwoman Tarsi to award the bid to P.A. Contractors  

subject to availability of funds, motion seconded by Councilman Dunwell, roll call: Ayes 

Dunwell, Pfefferle, Tarsi and Zikas.  Nays: none.  Abstain: Savary. 

Mr. Schrek also recommends the 2012 NJDOT Sage application resolution that will be 

needed for submission for the application to be deemed complete.  Motion made by 

Councilwoman Tarsi to approve the following resolution: 

RESOLUTION 2011-84 

A RESOLUTION FOR APPROVAL TO SUBMIT A GRANT APPLICATION AND 

EXECUTE A GRANT CONTRACT WITH THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION FOR THE IMPROVEMENTS TO 7
TH

 AVENUE PROJECT 

 

 WHEREAS, The Governing Body of the Borough of Alpha formally approves the grant 

application for the above stated project (Improvements to 7
th

 Avenue); and  

 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and the Clerk are hereby authorized to submit an 

electronic grant application identified as MA 2012-Alpha Borough 00625 to the New Jersey 

Department of Transportation on behalf of the Borough of Alpha; and 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to sign 

the grant agreement on behalf of the Borough of Alpha and that their signature constitutes 

acceptance of the terms and conditions of the grant agreement and approves the execution of the 

grant agreement. 

 

Motion seconded by Councilman Savary, roll call: Ayes Dunwell, Pfefferle, Savary, 

Tarsi and Zikas.  Nays: none. 

Engineer, Shelley McGregor reviewed the Tax Map revisions.  There are issues to be 

resolved with the block/lot qualifier report by the Division of Taxation.   

Concerns of the location of the water line regarding Pursel Street and Frace Street were 

discussed. 
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      CFO, Lorraine Rossetti: Ms. Rossetti stated she has four additions to the bill list. Ms. 

Rossetti went through the lengthy Best Practices check list of each item with the Mayor and 

Council.  

Ms. Rossetti continued on her report regarding meters at the apartments and a seminar 

she attended regarding the new pensions and health benefits reform. Ms. Rossetti request fifteen 

minutes in executive session for personnel.  Ms. Rossetti continued on with the bond rating of 

the Borough of Alpha. 

Ms. Rossetti spoke on a recycling event that will be held here at the DPW garage on 

November 5
th

.  Ms. Rossetti discussed a proposed ordinance setting recycling fees. 

Motion made by Councilwoman Tarsi to approve the following ordinance with a public 

hearing scheduled for October 11
th

, 

 ORDINANCE 2011-09-AMENDED 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 334 

FOR COST OF ELECTRONIC RECYCLING 

 

 
WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of Alpha desires to amend a portion of Chapter 334, 

Direct disposal of recycling materials by resident, specifically Section 334-22 and amend its Code 

accordingly;  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the Borough of Alpha in the County of 

Warren and State of New Jersey that “Section 334-22, direct disposal of recycling materials by resident” 

be amended and supplemented as follows: 

A. Electronic Recycling – the Borough may hold annually an electronic recycling event where 

residents and nonresidents may bring their electronic devices as listed below to the municipal complex 

to dispose of for the fee stated.  The fee shall be paid by the owner of item to the Borough at the time of 

item drop off.  Each fee listed is to be paid per each item. 

1. $1.00 – halogen lamp, incandescent lamp, U tube, circular lamp, compact lamp, straight lamp 1-4ft; 

2. $2.00 – shatter shield/coated lamp, straight lamp 5-8ft, alkaline battery, lead and acid battery; 

3. $5.00 – stereo, speaker, printer, fax machine, small appliances, DVD player, VCR, microwave, desk 

 top & laptop computers, LCD monitor, lithium battery; 

4. $10.00 – computer monitor, floor copier; 

5. $20.00 - washing machine, clothing dryer, dishwasher, stove; 
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6. $25.00 – dehumidifier, air conditioner, television; 

7. $30.00 – floor freezer; 

8. $35.00 – refrigerator. 

 This Ordinance shall take effect after adoption and publication thereof as provided by law. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Zikas, roll call: Ayes Dunwell, Pfefferle, Savary, Tarsi 

and Zikas.  Nays: none. 

Ms. Rossetti continued on and discussed retro pension payments.  And requested that all 

contracts be settled by the end of the year and all salaries would be set by January so that retro 

pay to pensions can be avoided.  Ms. Rossetti stated that the budget should be set by the end of 

each year.  Ms. Rossetti stated she needed an answer from Council for two plans that are 

required now by municipalities for tax incentive plans. Ms. Rossetti stated for Council to choose 

a vendor to go with by the October 6
th

 budget meeting so that the chosen vendor can come in for 

a presentation.   Open enrollment was discussed regarding health benefits. Home foreclosure 

help and an online electronic payment system for utility and tax payments was discussed. A 

saturation mailing will be going out with information regarding several different issues related to 

the Borough. 

Engineer, Stan Schrek also inquired about storm water flyer that should go out also.  Ms. 

Rossetti will try and get it in the saturation mailing if it can be reduced. 

Borough Clerk, Laurie Barton: The clerk requested that the trick or treat hours be set 

tonight due to residents already inquiring about it.  Mayor Hanics stated that the hours will be 

October 31
st
 from 5-7 p.m.  The clerk also stated she needs those who have not signed the audit 

affidavit to do so tonight.  The clerk, as per request from Councilman Dunwell, reported on the 

meetings that were cancelled due to no quorum.  A discussion of what constitutes a quorum 

ensued.  

Recycling Coordinator, Tom Fey: Ms. Rossetti reported on behalf of Tom Fey that Eagle 

Village now has proper recycling containers.  Mr. Fey has completed two of twenty one classes 

regarding recycling certification. 

Public Comment 

 Louis Cartabona, Fifth Avenue, inquired about high grass at Leigh Fuel and the generator 

at the pump house (old generator).  Mr. Cartabona inquired about Ordinance 2011-07 and asked 

about the first reading.  Mr. Cartabona stated that wording in this ordinance has incoherent parts. 
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Payment of Bills and Claims 

              Motion made by Councilwoman Tarsi to make the director’s reports part of the minutes, 

motion seconded by Councilman Dunwell. Roll call; Ayes; Councilman Dunwell, Councilman 

Pfefferle, Councilman Savary, Councilwoman Tarsi and Councilman Zikas. Nays; None.  

              Councilwoman Tarsi made a motion that the CFO be authorized to pay all bills, 

including the added items, authorized by the director. Councilman Pfefferle seconded the 

motion. Roll call; Ayes; Councilman Dunwell, Councilman Pfefferle, Councilman Savary, 

Councilwoman Tarsi and Councilman Zikas. Nays; None.  

               Motion made by Councilwoman Tarsi that the CFO be authorized to pay all salaries 

and wages approved by directors seconded by Councilman Pfefferle. Roll call; Ayes; 

Councilman Dunwell, Councilman Pfefferle, Councilman Savary, Councilwoman Tarsi and 

Councilman Zikas. Nays; None.  
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New Business 

    Motion made by Councilwoman Tarsi  to approve Raffle License RA-2011-6 (Alpha 

Volunteer Fire dept) with request of waiver of fee, motion seconded by Councilman Pfefferle, 

roll call: Ayes Dunwell, Pfefferle, Savary, Tarsi and Zikas.  Nays: none. 

 Motion made Councilman Savary to approve the pavilion permit for Brownie Troop 

#94018 for October 5
th

 for one hour, motion seconded by Councilwoman Tarsi, all were in favor. 

 Motion made by Councilman Pfefferle to approve the following resolution: 

RESOLUTION 2011-88 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH ATTORNEY TO NOTIFY 

POHATCONG TOWNSHIP ONE YEAR IN ADVANCE OF THE INTENT OF THE 
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BOROUGH TO OPT OUT OF THE POHATCONG TOWNSHIP POLICE COVERAGE 

CONTRACT  

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Alpha has entered into an agreement for police coverage 

services from the Township of Pohatcong in 2006; and 

  

 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Governing Body of the Borough of Alpha hereby 

authorizes the Borough Attorney to notify in writing to the Township of Pohatcong a notice of 

intent to cancel the contract giving a one year notice. 

 

  Councilman Pfefferle explained the reason for this resolution stating that it gets the 

subject to the table and the conversation started about other, possibly cheaper, options.  Motion 

seconded by Councilman Dunwell, roll call: Ayes: Dunwell, Pfefferle and Savary.  Nays: Tarsi 

and Zikas.  

Executive Session 

 Councilwoman Tarsi made a motion to approve the following resolution to go into 

executive session for one hour and fifteen minutes for contractual, litigation, and personnel. 

Councilman Savary seconded the motion. All were in favor: 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

 WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, 

permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and 

 

 WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist. 

 

1. The public shall be excluded from discussion(s) of the hereinafter specified subject 

matter(s). 

2. The general nature of the subject matter(s) to be discussed is: Personnel, Litigation 

and/or Contractual,  

3. It is anticipated at this time, that the above stated subject matter(s) will be made 

public when it is no longer a matter of confidentiality. 

4. Action may or may not be taken after executive session. 

 

 

Return to Regular Session 

 Motion made by Councilwoman Tarsi to return to regular session, motion seconded by 

Councilman Pfefferle, all were in favor. 

Resolutions 

 Motion made by Councilman Pfefferle to approve the following resolution: 

RESOLUTION 2011-85 

RESOLUTION AWARDING A CONTRACT 

TO DRILL A 150 GALLON REPLACEMENT WELL 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Alpha have determined that 

certain water system improvements are needed within the Borough of Alpha including the 

drilling of a 150-gallon replacement well in the Borough; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Alpha have openly and publicly 

bid such contract for the improvement work thereto, pursuant to New Jersey law; and 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Alpha has received the lowest responsible bid from Samuel 

Stothoff Co. Inc., based on the recommendation of the Borough Engineer. 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of 

Alpha, County of Warren, Sate of New Jersey, that the said contract for the drilling of a 150-

galon replacement well in the Borough of Alpha is hereby awarded to Samuel Stothoff Co. Inc., 

having bid $120,100.00 for said work, upon written certification of funds by the Borough CFO. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor, Clerk Borough Attorney, and/or 

Borough Engineer are authorized to execute all necessary documents to effectuate the contract. 

 Motion seconded by Councilman Dunwell, roll call: Ayes: Dunwell, Pfefferle, Savary, 

Tarsi and Zikas.  Nays: none. 

 Motion made by Councilwoman Tarsi to approve the following resolution: 

RESOLUTION 2011-86 

RESOLUTION AWARDING A CONTRACT 

FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO NORTH BOULEVARD 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Alpha have determined that 

certain water system improvements are needed to North Boulevard within the Borough of Alpha; 

and 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Alpha have openly and publicly 

bid such contract for the improvement work thereto, pursuant to New Jersey law; and 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Alpha has received the lowest responsible bid from Zee 

Brothers Concrete Contractors, Inc. based on the recommendation of the Borough Engineer. 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of 

Alpha, County of Warren, Sate of New Jersey that the said contract for the improvements to 

North Boulevard within the Borough of Alpha is hereby awarded to Z Brothers Concrete 

Contractors, Inc. of Sayreville, NJ having bid $214,375.54 for said work, upon written 

certification of funds by the Borough CFO. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor, Clerk Borough Attorney, and/or 

Borough Engineer are authorized to execute all necessary documents to effectuate the contract. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Dunwell, roll call: Ayes: Dunwell, Pfefferle, Tarsi and 

Zikas.  Nays: none. Abstain: Savary. 
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Motion made by Councilwoman Tarsi to approve the following resolution: 

RESOLUTION 2011-87 

RESOLUTION AWARDING A CONTRACT 

FOR CONTEMPLATED WORK AT  

THE LEE AVENUE PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Alpha have determined that 

certain construction and improvements are needed at the Lee Avenue Pedestrian Bridge; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Alpha have openly and publicly 

bid such contract for the improvement work thereto, pursuant to New Jersey law; and 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Alpha has received the lowest responsible bid from P.A. 

Contractors. based on the recommendation of the Borough Engineer. 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of 

Alpha, County of Warren, Sate of New Jersey that the said contract for contemplated work, 

construction and improvements at the Lee Avenue Pedestrian Bridge within the Borough of 

Alpha is hereby awarded to P.A. Contractors of Kearny, NJ having bid $198,610.68 for said 

work, upon written certification of funds by the Borough CFO. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor, Clerk Borough Attorney, and/or 

Borough Engineer are authorized to execute all necessary documents to effectuate the contract. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Dunwell, roll call: Ayes: Dunwell, Pfefferle, Tarsi and 

Zikas.  Nays: none. Abstain: Savary. 

 Motion made by Councilman Dunwell to authorize the clerk to advertise for the 

following positions: 

Engineer, Labor Attorney and Licensed Water Operator for 2012, motion seconded by 

Councilwoman Tarsi, all were in favor. 

Adjournment: 11:57pm 

 Seeing no further business to come before Mayor and Council, Councilwoman Tarsi 

made a motion to adjourn. Councilman Pfefferle seconded, all were in favor.   

Respectfully submitted, 

Laurie A. Barton, RMC 

 

 

 


