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Mayor Hanics called the Meeting of the Common Council of the Borough of Alpha to 

order at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, December 10, 2013. 

Mayor Hanics announced that adequate notice of the meeting was given to the Express-

Times and posted on the bulletin board in the Clerk’s office satisfying the requirements of the 

Open Public Meeting Act: 

NOTICE 

 

Pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act, adequate notice of this meeting has 

been given.  On January 3, 2013, the Municipal Clerk delivered to The Express-Times and 

posted on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building, a notice containing the date, time and 

place of this meeting of the Alpha Borough Council.  Also, said notice has been mailed to 

persons requesting the same. 
 

Mayor Hanics led prayer and the salute to the flag.  

Roll Call:  Present: Councilman Cartabona, Councilman Dunwell, Councilman Savary, 

Councilwoman C. Schwar, Councilman M. Schwar, and Councilman Zikas.  Also present, CFO, 

Lorraine Rossetti, Administrative Clerk, Christy Rose and Attorney Christopher Troxell.  

Public Comment 

None. 

Ordinance-Second Reading   

 Councilman Cartabona made a motion to open the public hearing for the second reading 

of Ordinance #2013-22, Councilwoman C. Schwar seconded. 

ORDINANCE 2013-22 

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FUNDING FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO THE  

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY INFRASTRUCTURE AND  

APPROPRIATING $17,000 FOR SUCH PURPOSE. 

 

 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF ALPHA, IN THE 

COUNTY OF WARREN AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AS FOLLOWS: 

 

 Section 1. The Borough of Alpha, in the County of Warren, in the State of New Jersey, authorizes 

the Improvements  to the Information Technology System and Infrastructure. 

 

 Section 2. The amount of $17,000.00 is hereby appropriated from the General Capital Fund Balance 

for the purposes stated in Section 1 of the Ordinance. 

 

 Section 3. In connection with the purpose and the amount authorized in Sections 1 and 2 hereof, the 

Borough determines the purpose described in Section 1 hereof is not a Current Expense and is an improvement 

which the Borough of Alpha may lawfully make as a general improvement. 

 

 Section 4. All ordinances or parts of ordinances which are inconsistent with the terms of this 

Ordinance be and the same are hereby repealed to the extent of their inconsistency. 

 

 Section 5. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon due passage and publication according 

to law. 

 

 Councilman Cartabona made a motion to close the public hearing of the above 

ordinance, Councilwoman C. Schwar seconded.  
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Councilman Cartabona made a motion to adopt Ordinance #2013-22, Councilwoman C. 

Schwar seconded. Roll call: Ayes: Cartabona, Dunwell, Savary, C. Schwar , M. Schwar, and H. 

Zikas.  Nays: none.  

Resolutions 

 Councilman M. Schwar made a motion to approve Resolution #2013-165, 

Councilwoman C. Schwar seconded. Councilman Cartabona asked for explanation of the 

resolution. Roll call: Ayes: Cartabona, Dunwell, Savary, C. Schwar , M. Schwar, and H. Zikas.  

Nays: none.  

RESOLUTION 2013-165 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION OF THE SOUTH WARREN MUNICIPAL 

ALLIANCE GRANT APPLICATION 

 

 WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of Alpha, County of Warren and State of New Jersey 

recognizes that the abuse of alcohol and drugs is a serious problem in our community amongst persons of all ages; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Alpha further recognizes that it is incumbent upon not only the public 

officials but upon the entire community to take action to prevent such abuses in our community; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Alpha has applied for funding to the Governor’s Council on Alcoholism and 

Drug Abuse through the County of Warren, 

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the Borough of Alpha, County of 

Warren and State of New Jersey that they hereby recognize the following: 

 

1. The Borough Council does hereby authorize submission of an application for The South Warren Municipal 

Alliance Grant for fiscal year beginning July 1, 2014 through June 30, 2015 in the amount of $21,502.00. 

 

2. The Borough Council acknowledges the terms and conditions for administering The South Warren 

Municipal Alliance, including the administrative compliance and audit requirements. 

 

Councilman M. Schwar made a motion to approve Resolution #2013-166, Councilwoman 

C. Schwar seconded. Roll call: Ayes: Cartabona, Dunwell, Savary, C. Schwar, M. Schwar, and 

H. Zikas.  Nays: none.  

RESOLUTION 2013-166 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION OF THE SOUTH WARREN MUNICIPAL 

ALLIANCE GRANT APPLICATION EXTENSION 

 (January 1, 2014-June 30, 2014) 

 

 WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of Alpha, County of Warren and State of New Jersey 

recognizes that the abuse of alcohol and drugs is a serious problem in our society amongst persons of all ages; and 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Alpha further recognizes that it is incumbent upon not only the public 

officials but upon the entire community to take action to prevent such abuses in our community; and 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of alpha has applied for funding to The Governor’s Council on Alcoholism and 

Drug Abuse through the County of Warren, 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the Borough of Alpha County of 

Warren and State of New Jersey that they hereby recognize the following: 
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1. The Borough Council does hereby authorize submission of an application for The South Warren 

Municipal Alliance Grant for EXTENSION of 2013 funding from January 1, 2014 through June 

30, 2014 totaling $28,721.00. 

 

2. The Borough Council acknowledges the terms and conditions for administering The South Warren 

Municipal Alliance, including the administrative compliance and audit requirements. 

 

Councilman M. Schwar made a motion to approve Resolution #2013-167, Councilwoman 

C. Schwar seconded. Roll call: Ayes: Cartabona, Dunwell, Savary, C. Schwar , M. Schwar, and 

H. Zikas.  Nays: none.  

 
RESOLUTION 2013-167 

REFUND OVERPAYMENTS 
 

WHEREAS, the following properties have an overpayment of property taxes for the tax year 2013; 

WHEREAS, any overpayment greater than $5.00 must be returned; 

Block 18, Lot 6 JESSAMINE, ANNUAL & CONSIGLIA $314.62 

Block 74, Lot 3 BAMBACI, MICHAEL & LISA  $1,296.43 

Block 96.01, Lot 5.93 D.R. HORTON, INC. NJ   $1,153.88 

Block 96.05, Lot 5.94 D.R. HORTON, INC. NJ   $1,162.88 

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Alpha on this 

10th day of December 2013 that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to issue refund check for all of the 

above and the Tax Collector shall note the records accordingly. 

Councilwoman C. Schwar made a motion to approve Resolution #2013-168, Councilman M. 

Schwar seconded. After questions were posed regarding the necessity of the resolution, lengthy 

discussions ensued and Councilman Zikas made a motion to table the resolution until records 

could be reviewed by the Clerk, the motion to table died. Roll Call: Ayes; Councilman 

Cartabona, Councilman Dunwell, Councilman Savary, Councilwoman C. Schwar, and 

Councilman M. Schwar. Nays: Councilman Zikas.  

RESOLUTION 2013-168 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING BOROUGH ENGINEER  

TO PERFORM STORM WATER MANAGEMENT STUDY 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Alpha, County of Warren, State of New 

Jersey that the firm of Remington & Vernick Engineers is hereby authorized to act as the Borough Engineer and 

proceed with and perform a storm water management study for the Borough for the contemplated scope of work in 

accordance with the firm’s proposal of December 5, 2013 (attached hereto) and in an amount not to exceed 

$8,885.00, upon written certification of funds by the Borough CFO. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor, Clerk, Borough Attorney, and/or Borough Engineer are 

authorized to execute all necessary documents to effectuate the contract. 
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Approval of Minutes  

Councilman M. Schwar made a motion to approve the executive session minutes from 

10/8/13, Councilwoman C. Schwar seconded. All were in favor. 

Departmental Reports 

 Administration, Councilwoman Carol Schwar: Councilwoman Schwar discussed a 

possible time clock for borough employees, including features available and costs she would like 

considered for the 2014 budget. Councilwoman Schwar requested ten (10) minutes in executive 

session for personnel regarding compensation. In closing, Councilwoman Schwar approved all 

bills, salaries, and wages for her department.   

 Finance, Councilman Michael Schwar: Councilman Schwar discussed a scheduling 

conflict with the court for the budget meeting on December 16
th

, 2013 and wanted the consensus 

regarding picking another date in 2013 or tabling the meeting until 2014. Councilman Schwar 

reported the last insurance meeting was cancelled but was rescheduled for this upcoming Friday. 

 Councilman Schwar requested ten (10) minutes in executive session for personnel. In 

closing, Councilman Schwar approved bills, salaries and wages for his department. 

 Health and Welfare, Councilman Harry Zikas: Councilman Zikas read the health report 

updates and discussed the completion of the mold remediation in the municipal building. 

Councilman Cartabona inquired about construction debris at 802 First Avenue with regards to 

the code. 

 In closing, Councilman Zikas approved all bills, salaries, and wages for his department.  

Public Property, Councilman Michael Savary: Councilman Savary discussed quotes for 

the concrete at the salt shed which are now coming in and the door to the salt shed which had not 

yet been delivered.  He held the purchase order on the bill list for Always On Time Doors 

pending delivery.  

Councilman Savary discussed ordering a new sign for Industrial Park with regards to a 

resolution that would be presented after executive session tonight and also discussed putting 

additional lights in the salt shed.  

Councilman Savary approved bills, salaries and wages for his department. 
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Public Safety, Councilman Louis Cartabona: Councilman Cartabona read a copy of the 

stats for the Police Department from Chief Falbourne for the month of November. Councilman 

Cartabona discussed the salt shed with regards to the Warren County Public Works Department 

and his meeting with the American Legion regarding work they do in the Borough and in the 

school.   

Councilman Cartabona approved bills, salaries and wages for his department. 

Councilman Savary inquired about the repairs on the fire truck to which Councilman Cartabona 

stated it had been moved to Micro Fire Apparatus in Bethlehem, PA and that Chief Bodogh 

would be in communication with them. Councilwoman C. Schwar inquired about the purchase 

orders for Penn Commercial from which the late fees were agreed to be removed.  

 Public Works, Councilman Craig Dunwell: Councilman Dunwell saved his report until 

the Engineer’s professional report. Councilman Dunwell approved bills, salaries and wages for 

his department. Councilwoman C. Schwar asked about retro-fitting of the diesel engines. 

Committee Reports 

Recreation: Councilman Cartabona inquired about emails to discuss regarding the ice 

rink fence, AYAA, and recreation to which Councilman M. Schwar responded he will give a 

report on all of that once he meets with AYAA officers. Councilman M. Schwar discussed his 

recent phone conversation with the president of the AYAA and that he would be back in town 

tomorrow. Councilman Savary further discussed the ice rink fence and Councilman Dunwell 

asked about basketball courts to be decided on and started by spring time.  Councilman 

Cartabona discussed quotes for lighting he had discussed with Jim Hill.  

Newsletter:  Councilman Cartabona inquired about the newsletter with regards to 

suggestions he submitted to Councilwoman Schwar and Councilman Zikas. Brief discussion 

regarding the newsletter ensued and Councilman Cartabona requested five minutes in executive 

session for contractual.  

Professionals & Officials Report 

Mayor’s Report, Edward Hanics: Mayor Hanics discussed the shortage of members on 

the Land Use Board and suggested Bob Gable as Senior #2 Alternate. Councilman Zikas made a 

motion to approve the appointment of Bob Gable as Senior #2 Alternate for the Land Use Board, 

Councilman Savary seconded.  
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Councilman Cartabona and Councilman M. Schwar inquired about Mr. Gable’s readiness 

and training. Roll call: Ayes: Cartabona, Dunwell, Savary,  

C. Schwar, M. Schwar, and H. Zikas.  Nays: none.  

 Police, Chief Falbourne: Chief Falbourne gave his report of police activity for the month 

of November. The Chief discussed his meeting with Councilman Cartabona and Keith Maxwell 

from Security Companies regarding cameras being placed throughout the borough and linked to 

a server so that they can be viewed from the cars and phones of the officers. Chief Falbourne 

presented details regarding this option and indicated he thinks this would benefit the residents in 

Alpha as a useful tool to prevent and solve crimes.  Councilman Savary inquired about the 

number of cameras that would be needed and Councilwoman C. Schwar discussed taking a field 

trip to Phillipsburg to observe how they use it there.   

Fire Department, Chief Bodogh: Chief Bodogh gave the fire call report for the month of 

November and announced Santa coming to the firehouse on Saturday 12/14/2013. Chief Bodogh 

introduced the new Chief Elect, Sean McDyer.  

Emergency Squad, Russ Bogley, Jr.: Mr. Bogley gave the emergency call report for the 

month of November and discussed where they are stationed. He stated their hours from 8am-

4pm.  Councilman Cartabona noted that Chris Leigh and Keith Maxwell were invited to the 

upcoming budget meeting and that he will contact them about rescheduling.  

Attorney, Christopher Troxell: Attorney Troxell had no report. 

Engineer, Councilman Dunwell for Frank Seney, Jr.: Councilman Dunwell gave the 

Engineer’s report, including updates for current road projects, the water softener upgrade project 

regarding the lining, the propane heater conversion at Frace Street, and read a letter for a draft 

permit from the DEP. Councilman Dunwell indicated the Alpha Street well pump test started and 

was aborted. Councilman Dunwell stated the Phase 2 Water Utility Improvements are out for bid 

opening Friday 12/20/13 at 1:30pm and bid will be awarded on 12/30/13. Councilman Dunwell 

requested ten (10) minutes in executive session for contractual, ten (10) minutes for contractual 

regarding the water softener, ten (10) minutes for contractual regarding DEP firm capacity, and 

ten (10) minutes for potential litigation regarding the mold remediation. 
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CFO, Lorraine Rossetti: Ms. Rossetti discussed the carpet installation in the finance 

office with regards to the damages to the furniture and the panic wire that was cut, stating 

ServPro will be in the finance office this Thursday to fix the items and will credit the cost 

incurred to the borough for services needed by Cooper Alarm to repair the cut wire. Ms. Rossetti 

gave updates regarding the budget and requirements to prepare for the upcoming budget meeting.  

She also discussed the mold remediation funding and the following note sale from today: 

 

Administrative Clerk, Christy Rose (in for Municipal Clerk, Laurie Barton): Mrs. Rose 

read the report for the Clerk which included updates regarding year-end processes and getting 

caught up after the recent office closure. Mrs. Rose gave the Clerk’s reminder of the advertised 

December 16
th

 Budget Meeting and the January 1
st
 Re-organization Meeting, as well as a 

reminder of the upcoming rabies clinic in the borough garage on Saturday, January 11
th

 from 

1pm-2pm. Discussions ensued regarding the processing of mercantile licenses and amending the 

code so that a late application penalty can be enforced. Councilman Cartabona requested five 

minutes in executive session for personnel. 
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Recycling Coordinator, Tom Fey: Mr. Fey discussed visiting local businesses to remind 

them of reports due for the end of February. Mr. Fey thanked Mayor and Council for their 

attendance at the tree lighting ceremony and praised the teachers and choir for an excellent job.  

Councilman Cartabona discussed submitting a reminder in the newsletter for replacing smoke 

detectors and asked Mr. Fey if he knew of a place to safely dispose of thermostats with mercury 

in them. Yard waste recycling and borough dumpsters in need of repair were also discussed. 

Public Comment 

 Tracy Grossman, Seventh Avenue, inquired about the possibility of placing new stop 

signs on Seventh Avenue due to concerns with speeding now that the road is new. Lengthy 

discussions ensued.  

 Charles Bodogh, East Central Avenue, sung a WW2 song and discussed a recent article 

about Alpha. Mr. Bodogh also discussed the removal of construction debris in the borough.  

 Chuck Bodogh, East Central Avenue, indicated he has tried to contact Top Line 

Construction with regards to cleaning up the debris left behind which includes piles of rocks on 

roadsides and in residents’ yards. Mr. Bodogh also discussed construction debris on Seventh 

Avenue that needs to be cleaned up.  Discussions ensued regarding the construction and clean-

up.  

Payment of Bills and Claims 

Motion made by Councilman Cartabona to have the directors’ reports part of the minutes, 

motion seconded by Councilman Zikas. Roll call: Ayes: Cartabona, Dunwell, Savary,  

C. Schwar, M. Schwar, and H. Zikas.  Nays: none.  

Motion made by Councilman Cartabona to have the CFO authorized to pay all bills 

approved by the directors, motion seconded by Councilwoman Schwar.  Roll call: Ayes: 

Cartabona, Dunwell, Savary, C. Schwar, M. Schwar, and H. Zikas.  Nays: none.  

Motion made by Councilwoman Schwar that the CFO be authorized to pay all salaries 

and wages approved by the directors, motion seconded by Councilman Cartabona. Roll call: 

Ayes: Cartabona, Dunwell, Savary, C. Schwar, M. Schwar, and H. Zikas.  Nays: none.  
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New Business 

 Motion made by Councilman Dunwell for approval for the Mayor to sign the Soil 

Erosion and Control Plan for Phase 2 of the Water Utility Improvement Program. Councilman 

Zikas seconded. All were in favor.  

Councilman Zikas made a motion to approve Raffle License #2013- for St. Mary’s 

Church, Councilman Cartabona seconded. Roll call: Ayes: Cartabona, Dunwell, Savary,  

C. Schwar, M. Schwar, and H. Zikas.  Nays: none.  

Executive Session 

 Motion made by Councilman Zikas to go into executive session for one (1) hour and ten  

(10) minutes, motion seconded by Councilman Cartabona, all were in favor.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION RESOLUTION 

 

 WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, permits the exclusion of 

the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and 

 WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist. 

1. The public shall be excluded from discussion(s) of the hereinafter specified subject matter(s). 

2. The general nature of the subject matter(s) to be discussed is: Personnel, Litigation and/or Contractual,  

3. It is anticipated at this time, that the above stated subject matter(s) will be made public when it is no 

longer a matter of confidentiality. 

4. Action may or may not be taken after executive session. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Alpha that the 

public shall be excluded from an executive session for approximately,  (1) hour  and  (10) minutes, allowing for a 

five (5) minute recess between the regular session and the executive session. 

Return to Regular Session  

 Motion made by Councilman Zikas, to return to regular session, motion seconded by 

Councilman Cartabona, all were in favor. 

 Attorney Troxell read the following and Councilman Zikas made a motion to approve, 

Councilman Savary seconded: 

RESOLUTION 2013-169 

AWARD OF CONTRACT TO JMH SIGNS FOR BOROUGH SIGN  

AT INDUSTRIAL PARK 

 

 WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of Alpha proposes to place a new sign at the Borough 

Industrial Park; and 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has sought and received three quotations for such sign; and 

 WHEREAS, the lowest quotation is from JMH Signs for $13,800.00. 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Alpha, New Jersey in an 

amount $13,800.00 for JMH signs to construct and install a new sign at Industrial Park. 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor, Clerk and/or Director of Public Property are hereby 

authorized to sign all documents necessary to effect the contract. 

Roll call: Ayes: Cartabona, Dunwell, Savary, C. Schwar, M. Schwar, and H. Zikas.  

Nays: none.  

Adjourn 

 

There being no further business to come before Council at this time, on motion made by 

Councilman Zikas and seconded by Councilman Schwar, this meeting adjourned at 9:32p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

ChristyRose 
Administrative/Deputy Clerk 

 


