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Council President Seiss called the Meeting of the Common Council of the Borough of 

Alpha to order at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 11, 2014. 

Council President Seiss announced that adequate notice of the meeting was given to the 

Star Gazette and/or Express-Times and posted on the bulletin board in the Clerk’s office 

satisfying the requirements of the Open Public Meeting Act: 

NOTICE 

 

Pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act, adequate notice of this meeting has 

been given.  On January 8, 2014, the Municipal Clerk delivered to Star Gazette and/or Express-

Times and posted on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building, a notice containing the date, 

time and place of this meeting of the Alpha Borough Council.  Also, said notice has been mailed 

to persons requesting the same. 
 

Council President, Tom Seiss led prayer and the salute to the flag.   

Roll Call:  Present: Councilman Cartabona, Councilman Rooks, Councilwoman Schwar, 

Councilman Schwar, Councilman Seiss and Councilman Zikas.  Also present, Attorney 

Christopher Troxell, Laurie Barton, Clerk and CFO, Lorraine Rossetti.  Absent: Mayor Hanics. 

Public Comment 

 Presentation by members of AFLAC Insurance presented a proposal for benefits for the 

employees to join. Kristen Fowler, representative, gave handouts summarizing the benefits 

AFLAC has to offer. 

 Councilman Schwar stated he will set up an employee meeting and have them meet with 

the representatives from AFLAC for anyone who would be interested. 

  Mike Savary, Park Ave., expressed his concerns of what the DPW employees do during 

their work hours.  Mr. Savary states that there is no reason why snow piles are around the 

municipal building. 

 Mr. Savary discussed the issue of a TV being in the DPW garage.  Councilman Seiss 

stated he gave the permission as long as it wasn’t abused. 

 Mr. Savary inquired about employee, Pete Pursel using his personal phone during work 

hours. 

 Mr. Savary inquired about enforcing the snow ordinance, due to cars not being moved so 

that snow can be plowed. 

 Mr. Savary expressed his desire for the Borough to decide on whether they are going to 

finish the road at the quarry. 
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 Chris Dragotta, Lyons Ct., stated that he was thrilled with the DPW and stated that they 

do an excellent job. 

 Tracy Grossman, 7
th

 Ave., commented on the DPW employee that lives next to her and 

stated that it curdles her stomach of things she sees him doing regularly.  Mrs. Grossman stated 

that someone should be paying attention of the poor behavior that is displayed by this employee. 

 Attorney Troxell interjected and stated that if Mrs. Grossman has concrete evidence 

regarding the alleged behavior it should be turned into the Department Head of the DPW. Mr. 

Troxell added that accusing someone in public is not fair to the person who is not present. 

 Mrs. Grossman reported that she will have information from the pool committee but is 

waiting for documents from the borough that are needed. 

 Joey Fore, Morris St., stated that the DPW is atrocious and does not believe in having a 

TV in the DPW garage. 

 Mr. Fore asked if shared service is being considered with another town for the DPW? 

 Councilman Seiss stated that they are looking at all angles. 

 John Schmidt, Schley Ave., inquired about the street sinking near his house and informed 

Council of the fence in deteriorating condition at the park (Circle Field). 

 Joey Fore, Morris St. made Council aware of the vandalism going on at the old post 

office building. 

Ordinance 

 Motion made by Councilman Zikas to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2014-05, 

motion seconded by Council Cartabona, all were in favor. 

 ORDINANCE 2014-05 

ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE 2014 MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO 

ESTABLISH A CAP BANK 

 (N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14) 

 

WHEREAS, the Local Government Cap Law, N.J.S. 40A: 4-45.1 et seq., provides that in the preparation of its 

annual budget, a municipality shall limit any increase in said budget up to 2.5% unless authorized by ordinance to 

increase it to 3.5% over the previous year’s final appropriations, subject to certain exceptions; and, 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.15a provides that a municipality may, when authorized by ordinance, appropriate 

the difference between the amount of its actual final appropriation and the 3.5% percentage rate as an exception to 

its final appropriations in either of the next two succeeding years; and,  

WHEREAS, the Borough of the Alpha in the County of Warren, finds it advisable and necessary to increase its CY 

2014 budget by up to 3.5% over the previous year’s final appropriations, in the interest of promoting the health, 

safety and welfare of the citizens; and, 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Alpha hereby determines that a 3.5 % increase in the budget for said year, amounting 

to $49,336.24 in total, which is $42,288.20 in excess of the increase in final appropriations otherwise permitted by 

the Local Government Cap Law, is advisable and necessary; and, 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Alpha hereby determines that any amount authorized herein 

above that is not appropriated as part of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation in 

either of the next two succeeding years. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Alpha, in the County of 

Warren, a majority of the full authorized membership of this governing body affirmatively concurring, that, in the 
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CY 2014 budget year, the final appropriations of the Borough of Alpha shall, in accordance with this ordinance and 

N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14, be increased by 3.5 %, amounting to $49,336.24, and that the CY 2014 municipal budget for 

the Borough of Alpha be approved and adopted in accordance with this ordinance; and,  

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any amount authorized hereinabove that is not appropriated as part of the 

final budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation in either of the next two succeeding years; and, 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance as introduced be filed by the Clerk with the 

Director of the Division of Local Government Services within 5 days of introduction; and,  

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance upon adoption, with the recorded vote 

included thereon, be filed by the Clerk with said Director within 5 days after such adoption. 

 

 Motion made by Councilman Cartabona to close the public hearing, motion seconded by 

Councilman Zikas, all were in favor.  Motion to adopt Ordinance 2014-05 made by Councilman 

Zikas, motion seconded by Councilman Rooks, roll call: Ayes: Cartabona, Rooks, C. Schwar, M. 

Schwar, Seiss and Zikas.  Nays: none. 

 Motion made by Councilman Zikas to introduce Ordinance 2014-06 with public hearing 

scheduled for April 8, 2014, motion seconded by Councilman Rooks. Questions: Councilman 

Cartabona stated he intends to vote no citing the ranges are too high for the job.  Roll call: Ayes: 

Rooks, C. Schwar, M. Schwar, Seiss and Zikas.  Nays: Cartabona. 

Minutes 

 Motion made by Councilman Zikas to approve minutes from 01/01/2014, motion 

seconded by Councilwoman Schwar, all were in favor. 

Department Reports 

 Administration, Councilman Harry Zikas: Councilman Zikas stated a representative from 

the Libray is here before Council to formally introduce herself.  Library Board President June 

Heyer thanked the Council for being placed on the agenda.  Ms. Heyer announced ongoing 

activities with the library.   

 In closing, Councilman Zikas approved bills, salaries and wages for his department. 

 Finance, Councilman Michael Schwar: Councilman Schwar reminded Council of the 

online training the Council can take through the insurance company and receive a deduction 

from the premium.  An in-person class for the same training is being offered in Belvidere with an 

evening session. In closing, Councilman Schwar approved bills, salaries and wages for his 

department. 

 Health and Welfare, Councilman Millard Rooks: Councilman Rooks stated that the leaf 

dump area will be closed until further notice and a sign has now been posted. 
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 Councilman Rooks elaborated more on the leaf dump area stating that the area will open 

up on certain days in the upcoming season.  Councilman Rooks detailed the position of a monitor 

to be hired to work at the leaf dump area to monitor and check who is coming in and dumping. 

 Councilman Rooks advised anyone seeking to be on the list for the Helping Hands of 

Alpha can email him.  In closing, Councilman Rooks approved bills, salaries and wages for his 

department. 

 Public Property, Councilwoman Carol Schwar: Councilwoman Schwar reported on the 

door to the municipal building being found ajar by the cleaning lady. 

 Councilman Seiss stated he will have the DPW look at it to see that it doesn’t get stuck 

anymore. 

 Councilwoman Schwar stated that the roof and spouting will be repaired by the 

contractor who temporarily fixed the leak. 

 Councilwoman Schwar reported on the doors being off of the shed at Benke field. 

 Councilwoman Schwar stated she met with JHM Signs to go over the new Industrial Park 

sign.  A letter will be going to the businesses for their preference of font and name to be placed 

on sign.   

 In closing, Councilwoman Schwar approved bills, salaries and wages for her department. 

 Public Safety, Councilman Louis Cartabona: Councilman Cartabona reported on the gas 

company coming out to Flirt Alley for a small gas leak on a service line to a house. 

 In closing, Councilman Cartabona approved bills, salaries and wages for his department. 

 Public Works, Councilman Tom Seiss: Councilman Seiss reported that the backhoe had a 

minor repair and is back in service. 

 In closing, Councilman Seiss approved bills, salaries and wages for his department. 

 Discussions of having the DPW temporarily fix the fence at the ball field ensued. 

Committee Reports 

 Pool- Councilman Cartabona stated that the first pool committee was held last night. 

Professionals and Officials Reports 

 Police Chief James Faulborn: Gave the report monthly police activity report for 

February.  
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 Fire Department, Chief Sean McDyer: Chief McDyer gave the fire department report for 

the month of February.  The Cat in The Hat breakfast was held on March 2
nd

, and stated that it 

was a success. The firehouse is hosting a fish and pizza dinner every Friday night. 

 Donation letters have been mailed out. Chief McDyer expressed his concern over the gas 

leak Councilman Cartabona reported on, stating the department was never made aware of the 

leak.  Chief McDyer stated he will speak with the county 911 on the issue. 

 Emergency Squad, Kyle Weston: Mr. Weston gave the report for February stating 19 calls 

were received. 

 CFO, Lorraine Rossetti: Ms. Rossetti reported on the Note sale that was held today and is 

looking for wording for the offering statement to go with the bond sale. 

 Clerk, Laurie Barton: Mrs. Barton stated she attended the insurance online webinar and 

received credit.  The Clerk also reported that she had attended online webinars for her office 

also. 

 Recycling Coordinator, Tom Fey: Mr. Fey reported that he obtained all but one report 

from the Industrial Park.  Mr. Fey stated he needs contact information for Waste Management. 

Public Comment 

 Tim Mellert, North Blvd., Mr. Mellert stated he would like to see the Borough keep some 

mulch leftover for those who want to use for their gardens. Mr. Mellert stated he will pick it up 

and deliver to his neighbors who all have gardens.  

 Discussions of access to the grass dump area ensued. 

 John Schmidt, questioned if leaves would be able to be brought to dump area. 

 Beth Toth, South Blvd., asked when the Christmas trees would be picked up since being 

buried under the snow. 

 Mike Savary, Park Ave., inquired about having a tax book placed in hallway for the 

public.  Mr. Savary inquired about the bond and asked if it goes before Council for a vote.   

 John Schmidt, inquired about the tree ordinance and informed Council of a sink hole 

under the tree at his neighbors house. 

 Sean McDyer, Fire Chief, asked if anything will be done about the trees hanging too low 

and preventing fire equipment from passing through on the streets safely. 
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Payment of Bills and Claims 

Motion made by Councilwoman Schwar to have the director’s reports part of the minutes, 

motion seconded by Councilman Zikas. Roll call: Ayes: Cartabona, Rooks, C. Schwar, M. 

Schwar, Seiss and Zikas.  Nays: none. 

Motion made by Councilman Rooks to have the CFO authorized to pay all bills approved 

by the director’s, motion seconded by Councilman Zikas. Roll call: Ayes: Cartabona, Rooks, C. 

Schwar, M. Schwar Seiss and Zikas.  Nays: none. 

Motion made by Councilman Rooks that the CFO be authorized to pay all salaries and 

wages approved by the Directors, motion seconded by Councilman Zikas. Roll call: Ayes: 

Cartabona, Rooks, C. Schwar, M. Schwar Seiss and Zikas.  Nays: none. 

 

  

 



7 

 

Old Business 

 Attorney Troxell stated he emailed everyone on council a revised Snow Emergency 

Ordinance with a different proposal and for council to review and come back at next meeting to 

discuss. 

Lengthy discussion ensued regarding the snow ordinance and revising it. 

New Business 

 Motion made by Councilman Zikas to approve the following pavilion permit: 

 Approval of Pavilion with alcohol for: Nicole Amey-Fund Raiser 5/17/14    

(Request waiver of fee) 

  

 Motion seconded by Councilman Rooks, roll call: Ayes: Rooks, C. Schwar, M. Schwar, 

Seiss and Zikas.  Nays: none. Abstain: Cartabona 

 Motion made by Councilman Zikas to approve funding for no more than $1,000.00 for 

the Easter Egg Hunt for April 12
th

, motion seconded by Councilwoman Schwar.  Roll call: Ayes: 

Rooks, C. Schwar, M. Schwar, Seiss and Zikas.  Nays: none. Abstain: Cartabona. 

 Councilman Cartabona discussed the problem with tenants moving out of the Borough 

that are dumping furniture and garbage out on the curbs. 

 Executive Session 

 Motion made by Councilman Zikas to approve the following resolution to go into 

executive session for 30 minutes.  Motion seconded by Councilman Rooks, all were in favor. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION RESOLUTION 

 

 WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, permits the exclusion of 

the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and 

 

 WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist. 

 

1. The public shall be excluded from discussion(s) of the hereinafter specified subject matter(s). 

2. The general nature of the subject matter(s) to be discussed is: Personnel, Litigation and/or Contractual,  

3. It is anticipated at this time, that the above stated subject matter(s) will be made public when it is no 

longer a matter of confidentiality. 

4. Action may or may not be taken after executive session. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Alpha that the 

public shall be excluded from an executive session for approximately   30 minutes, allowing for a five (5) minute 

recess between the regular session and the executive session. 

 

Return to Regular Session 

 Motion made by Councilman Cartabona to return to regular session, motion seconded by 

Councilman Rooks, all were in favor. 

 Motion made by Councilman Schwar to waive the administrative fee, gas and electric for 

the Library for a period of two years (2014 and 2015) and revisit in 2016.   
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Motion seconded by Councilman Seiss, Questions: Councilman Cartabona stated his 

opposition to the waiver except for the administrative fee. Roll call: Ayes: Rooks, C. Schwar, M. 

Schwar, Seiss and Zikas.  Nays: Cartabona. 

Adjourn 

 

There being no further business to come before Council at this time, on motion made by 

Councilman Cartabona and seconded by Councilman Zikas this meeting adjourned at 9:15 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Laurie A. Barton, RMC 

 

 


