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Mayor Hanics called the Meeting of the Common Council of the Borough of Alpha to 

order at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, December 2, 2014.  

Mayor Hanics announced that adequate notice of the meeting was given and posted on 

the bulletin board in the Clerk’s office satisfying the requirements of the Open Public Meeting 

Act: 

NOTICE 

 

Pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act, adequate notice of this 

meeting has been given.  On January 8, 2014, the Municipal Clerk delivered to the Star Gazette 

and/or The Express-Times and posted on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building, a notice 

containing the date, time and place of this meeting of the Alpha Borough Council.  Also, said 

notice has been mailed to persons requesting the same. 

 

Roll Call: Present: Councilman Cartabona, Councilwoman Grossman, Councilman 

Rooks, Councilwoman Schwar, Councilman Schwar and Councilman Seiss..  Also present: 

Attorney Christopher Troxell, Borough Clerk, Laurie Barton and Engineer Frank Seney. 

Public Comment 

 Sharon Cooper, Insurance Representative for Charter Partners, discussed the Borough’s 

renewal policy coming up for next year.  The policy renewal will be for another three years with 

Public Alliance Insurance Company (PAIC). 

Department Reports 

 Administration, Councilwoman Tracy Grossman: No report.  Councilwoman Grossman 

approved bills, salaries and wages for her department. 

 Councilman Cartabona inquired about communicating to the residents of the tree lighting 

contest.  Councilwoman Grossman responded that she posted it to the Facebook page and will 

have the names of the judges for the next meeting. 

 Finance, Councilman Michael Schwar: Councilman Schwar reminded Council of the 

budget meeting for tomorrow at 7:00 P.M.  In closing, Councilman Schwar approved bills, 

salaries and wages for his department. 

 Health & Welfare, Councilman Millard Rooks: No report.  Councilman Rooks approved 

bills, salaries and wages for his department. 
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 Public Property, Councilwoman Carol Schwar: Councilwoman Schwar gave the 

following department report: 

 Request for the Trane bill to be removed from the bill list, citing a credit being issued to 

the Borough and Councilwoman Schwar needs to look further into why there is a credit. 

 Councilwoman Schwar asked for approval for Trane to replace the diffusers on the 

HVAC system. Motion made by Councilwoman Schwar to approve the Trane proposal for air 

diffusers, motion seconded by Councilman Cartabona, all were in favor. 

 Councilwoman Schwar continued on with her report and discussed receiving verbal 

estimates for 20 truckloads of fill from the water projects.  It was discussed of having the 

millings spread and to be used for the road in the quarry.  Engineer Frank Seney responded with 

the millings don’t need sealant if they were to be used for the road.  

 In closing, Councilwoman Schwar approved bills, salaries and wages for her department. 

 Public Safety, Councilman Louis Cartabona: Councilman Cartabona requested twenty 

minutes in executive session for contractual.  Councilman Cartabona approved bills, salaries and 

wages for his department. 

 Public Works, Councilman Thomas Seiss: Councilman Siess commended Charles Olah 

for coming off of his vacation to assist in the recent storm. Councilman Siess summarized his 

discussion with Attorney Troxell regarding water shut offs. 

 Councilman Seiss requested 20 minutes total in executive session to discuss possible 

litigation and contractual.  In closing, Councilman Seiss approved bills, salaries and wages for 

his department. 

Professionals and Officials Reports 

 Mayor, Edward Hanics: Mayor Hanics stated he received a correspondence from the 

State in regards to Clean Communities’ reports from the years 2012 and 2013 that have not been 

submitted to the State. Mayor Hanics stated he will turn this letter over to Councilman Schwar 

for proper submittal.  

 Emergency Squad, Chris Lee: Mr. Lee handed out a copy of the Emergency Squads 

budget for 2015 showing what their goals and needs are for 2015. 
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 Mr. Lee gave the report for October and added that the Squad has an outreach program 

and would like to see Alpha more involved. Mr. Lee stated that information for residents is on 

their website where they can join in getting assistance for the elderly and disabled. 

 Engineer, Frank Seney: Mr. Seney stated he has not heard from the DEP as of yet 

regarding a full time water operator.  Mr. Seney reported that the State has approved the 

Borough’s tax maps and this will be part of their scope of work and part of their GIS based tax 

map system. 

 Sewer Engineer, Jim Hill: Mr. Hill stated he emailed Mayor and Council a full report 

regarding the 519 project which is now complete.  Mr. Hill spoke of several partial payments on 

the bill list for Durnin and added a final estimate for the change order being $18,000.00 

 All manholes have been located within the Borough and Mr. Hill stated he will 

coordinate to have these locations added to the tax maps. 

 Recycling Coordinator, Thomas Fey: Mr. Fey reported that he will have letters out to 

businesses to receive their reports on recycling. 

 Code Enforcement, Thomas Fey: Mr. Fey reported that he is currently handling 

complaints and has spoken with the Police Department regarding issues.  

Public Comment 

 Tom Fey, East Blvd., Mr. Fey reminded Mayor and Council of the tree lighting this 

Friday at Veterans Park at 6PM. 

Payment of Bills and Claims 

 Motion made by Councilman Rooks to have the Directors Reports part of the minutes, 

motion seconded by Councilman Seiss, all were in favor. 

 Motion made by Councilman Seiss to authorize the CFO to pay bills approved by the 

Directors, motion seconded by Councilman Cartabona.  Roll call: Ayes: Cartabona (Abstains 

from bills# 14-000680 & 14-00699), Grossman, Rooks, C. Schwar, M. Schwar and Seiss.  Nays: 

none.   
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 Motion made by Councilman Rooks to authorize the CFO to pay the salaries and wages 

approved by the Directors, motion seconded by Councilman Seiss.  Roll call: Ayes: Cartabona, 

Grossman, Rooks, C. Schwar, M. Schwar and Seiss.  Nays: none.   

 

Old Business 

 Councilwoman Grossman reported on her discussion with the Borough’s insurance 

carrier and stated that there will be no increase in liability for the ice skating rink. 

 Discussions ensued regarding kids playing ice hockey and in getting the rink filled and 

possibly having a fence reinstalled.  

New Business 

 Councilwoman Grossman reported on looking into getting a whole new website that is 

more user friendly. 

 The Fire Chief, Sean McDyer gave the November fire call report. Chief McDyer reported 

on the update of the new fire truck.  The estimated time of delivery is October 16
th

 2015. 
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 Chief McDyer stated that the Santa run will be December 20
th

. 

 Councilman Cartabona made a motion at this time to accept the application for the Fire 

Department for Tyler Lee, to go active, motion seconded by Councilman Schwar all were in 

favor. 

Executive Session-40 Minutes 

 Motion made by Councilman Seiss to pass the following resolution to go into executive 

session for 40 minutes for Personnel, Contractual and Litigation. Motion seconded by 

Councilman Cartabona, all were in favor. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION RESOLUTION 

 WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, permits the exclusion of 

the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and 

 WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist. 

1. The public shall be excluded from discussion(s) of the hereinafter specified subject matter(s). 

2. The general nature of the subject matter(s) to be discussed is: Personnel, Litigation and/or Contractual,  

3. It is anticipated at this time, that the above stated subject matter(s) will be made public when it is no 

longer a matter of confidentiality. 

4. Action may or may not be taken after executive session. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Alpha that the 

public shall be excluded from an executive session for approximately 40 minutes  allowing for a five (5) minute 

recess between the regular session and the executive session. 

Return to Regular Session 

 Motion made by Councilman Seiss to return to regular session, motion seconded by 

Councilman Rooks, all were in favor. 

Adjourn 

 Seeing no further business to come before Council, motion made by Councilman 

Cartabona to adjourn at 8:42 P.M., motion seconded by Councilman Rooks, all were in favor. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Laurie A. Barton 

Borough Clerk 


