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Mayor Dunwell called the Meeting of the Common Council of the Borough of Alpha to 

order at 7:00 p.m. on December 13, 2016 

Mayor Dunwell announced that adequate notice of the meeting was given and posted on 

the bulletin board in the Clerk’s office satisfying the requirements of the Open Public Meeting 

Act: 

NOTICE 

 

Pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act, adequate notice of this meeting has 

been given.  On January 1, 2016, the Municipal Clerk delivered to the Star Gazette/Express-

Times and posted on the bulletin board in the Municipal Clerk’s office a notice containing the 

date, time, and place of this meeting of the Borough Council.  Also said notice has been mailed 

to persons requesting the same. 

Mayor Dunwell led prayer and the salute to the flag.  

Roll Call:  Present; Councilman Cartabona, Councilwoman Gable, Councilman Pettinelli, 

Councilman Schwar and Councilman Seiss.  Also present, Attorney Christopher Troxell and 

Borough Clerk, Laurie Barton. Absent: Councilwoman Grossman. 

Public Comment 

 

 Jesse DeAngelo, Trane Representative, came before the Council seeking payment on a 

past due bill. 

 Patrick Smith, inquired about the lighting at Veterans Park memorial. 

Executive Session 

 Motion made by Councilman Schwar to enter into executive session at this time for 15 

minutes for contractual and potential litigation. Motion seconded by Councilman Pettinelli all 

were in favor. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION RESOLUTION 

 

 WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, permits the exclusion of 

the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and 

 

 WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist. 

 

1. The public shall be excluded from discussion(s) of the hereinafter specified subject matter(s). 

2. The general nature of the subject matter(s) to be discussed is: Personnel, Litigation and/or Contractual,  

3. It is anticipated at this time, that the above stated subject matter(s) will be made public when it is no 

longer a matter of confidentiality. 

4. Action may or may not be taken after executive session. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Alpha that the 

public shall be excluded from an executive session for approximately 15 minutes. 

 

Return to Regular Session 

 Motion made by Councilman Seiss to return to regular session, motion seconded by 

Councilman  Pettinelli, all were in favor. 
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Resolutions 

 Motion made by Councilman Seiss to approve resolution 2016-161, motion seconded by 

Councilman Schwar.  Roll call; Ayes: Cartabona, Gable, Pettinelli, Schwar and Seiss.  Nays: 

none. 

RESOLUTION 2016-161 

LIEN REDEMPTION 

CERTIFICATE #201402 

 

 WHEREAS, the Tax Collector of the Borough of Alpha has advised the Mayor and Council that the 

following property has been redeemed and the money due thereon paid to the Borough of Alpha Tax Collector, 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Borough of Alpha Council this 13
th

 day of 

December 2016, that refunds are made to the certificate holder as noted: 

 

Arthur Frustaci 

712 Rugby Road 

Phillipsburg, NJ  08865 

Block 62, Lot 3 – Fifth Avenue 

Certificate #201402 

      $200.36 

 

Motion made by Councilman Schwar to approve resolution 2016-162, motion seconded 

by Councilwoman Gable.  Roll call; Ayes: Cartabona, Gable, Pettinelli, Schwar and Seiss.  Nays: 

none. 

RESOLUTION 2016-162 

REFUND OVERPAYMENTS 

 

 

WHEREAS, the following properties have an overpayment of property taxes for the tax year 2016; 

WHEREAS, any overpayment greater than $5.00 must be returned; 

BLOCK 18.01, LOT 11  GALL, BARRY J.     $1,435.27 

BLOCK 30.02, LOT 25  SMEALL, SUSAN   $1,615.11 

BLOCK 100, LOT 1Q0033 WOODHILL ALPHA, LLC  $10,819.00 

      *2016 farmland assessment 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Alpha on this 

13th of December 2016 that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to issue refund check for all of the 

above and the Tax Collector shall note the records accordingly. 

 

Motion made by Councilman Cartabona to approve resolution 2016-163, motion 

seconded by Councilman Pettinelli.  Roll call; Ayes: Cartabona, Gable, Pettinelli, Schwar and 

Seiss.  Nays: none. 

BOROUGH OF ALPHA 

RESOLUTION 2016-163 

APPROVAL TO SETTLE COAH CASE  
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WHEREAS, the Borough of Alpha filed suit for a declaration of compliance with the Mount Laurel 

doctrine and the Fair Housing Act of 1985 in accordance with the law(s) and regulations of the State of New Jersey, 

including that involving or stemming from the New Jersey Council on Affordable Housing (“COAH”); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of Alpha has agreed to a settlement in the matter along the terms 

set forth and agreed to between the Borough of Alpha and Fair Share Housing Center (“FSHC”), who was deemed 

to have party status in this case and a string of similar cases filed in the Superior Court. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Alpha that the Borough of 

Alpha hereby approves the settlement of the Matter of the Borough of Alpha – Docket Number L-233-15, filed in 

the Superior Court of New Jersey – and the document setting forth same. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor, Borough Clerk, Borough Planner and/or Borough 

Attorney are authorized to sign the necessary and related documentation to effect this settlement, along with any 

other acts needed to complete same.  

 

Motion made by Councilman Seiss to approve resolution 2016-164, motion seconded by 

Councilman Cartabona.  Roll call; Ayes: Cartabona, Gable, Pettinelli, Schwar and Seiss.  Nays: 

none. 

RESOLUTION 2016-164 

BOROUGH OF ALPHA 

RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF A SPECIAL ITEM OF REVENUE IN THE 

BUDGET OF THE BOROUGH OF ALPHA, COUNTY OF WARREN PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87, 

CHAPTER 159, P.L. 1948 FOR  

FY2016 CLEAN COMMUNITIES GRANT  

 

 WHEREAS,  N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87, Chapter 159, P.L. 1948 provides that the Director of the Division of 

Local Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any county or 

municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the amount was not determined at the time 

of the adoption of the budget; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for equal amount, 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Alpha has received a $8,618.64 “Clean Communities Grant”, and wishes to 

amend its 2016 budget to include this amount as a revenue.  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough of Alpha Council of the Borough of Alpha, 

in the County of Warren, New Jersey, hereby requests the Director of the Division of Local Government Services to 

approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the budget of the year 2016 in the sum of $8,618.64 to be received as 

revenue from: 

 Miscellaneous Revenues 

 Special Items of General Revenue Anticipated with prior Consent of the Director of  Local 

Government Services: 

  Public and Private Revenues Offset with Appropriations: 

Clean Communities Grant 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a like sum of $8,618.64 be appropriated under the caption of: 

 General Appropriations: 

 (A) Operations Excluded from “CAPS” 

  Public and Private Programs Offset by Revenues: 

Clean Communities Grant  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certification form be sent to the Director of the Division of Local 

Government Services for his/her approval.  
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Motion made by Councilman Schwar to approve resolution 2016-165, motion seconded 

by Councilman Cartabona.  Roll call; Ayes: Cartabona, Gable, Pettinelli, Schwar and Seiss.  

Nays: none. 

 
RESOLUTION 2016-165 

RESOLUTION MEMORIALIZING A CONTRACT AWARDED AND APPROVING A CHANGE ORDER 

THERETO FOR UTILITY WORK TO PORTIONS OF FIRST AVENUE, SIXTH AVENUE AND OLIVE 

STREET 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Alpha determined that certain improvements are 

needed for the Borough’s road system, including but not limited to reconstruction of a portion of First Avenue, Sixth 

Avenue and Olive Street and utility work related thereto in the Borough; and 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Alpha had openly and publicly solicited sealed bids 

for such contract for said improvement work, pursuant to New Jersey law; and 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Alpha received the lowest responsible bid from PennBower, Inc. of High 

Bridge, New Jersey in an amount of $16,750.00, below the state bid threshold; and 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Alpha Engineer has opined in the attached December 12, 2016 letter to the 

Borough that there is a change order required in the amount of $10,522.50 in addition to the low bid of $16,750.00; 

and 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Alpha Engineer also sets forth in said letter that the change order is 

permissible, pursuant to NJAC 5:30-11.9 because in part of unforeseen circumstances and differing site conditions 

encountered which make entering into a new contract unreasonable and allows for the efficient completion of the 

work. 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Alpha, County of 

Warren, State of New Jersey that the Borough is hereby authorized to proceed with a change order on the contract 

for utility work related to the reconstruction of a portion of First Avenue, Sixth Avenue and Olive Street in the 

amount of $10,522.50 in addition to the low bid of $16,750.00 bringing the total to $27,272.50 as described more 

fully in the December 12, 2016 letter from the Borough Engineer, Remington & Vernick, upon written certification 

of funds by the Borough CFO. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor, Clerk Borough Attorney and/or Borough Engineer are 

authorized to execute all necessary documents to effectuate the contract. 

 

 

Approval of Minutes 

 Motion made by Councilman Schwar to approve the following regular meeting minutes: 

November 7
th

, 2016 and November 22, 2016.  Motion seconded by Councilwoman Gable, all 

were in favor. 

Department Reports 

 Administration, Councilman Peter Pettinelli, reported on the tablets and getting a good 

deal from Best Buy which each one will have a case cover.  Councilman Pettinelli further 

reported on the working progress on the phones and internet service with Service Electric. 

 In closing, Councilman Pettinelli approved bills, salaries and wages for his department. 

 Finance, Councilman Michael Schwar, reported on finalizing budget numbers.  Updates 

will be given out with 2016 and 2017 numbers by Tuesday or Thursday next week.  Councilman 

Schwar again reiterated the policy of reviewing and signing bills before a meeting.       

Councilman Schwar added an additional bill to the bill list for Trane in the amount of 

$9172.25.  In closing Councilman Schwar approved bills, salaries and wages.  Attorney Troxell 

recommended approving and holding the Trane bill. 
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Health and Welfare, Councilwoman Jennifer Gable, gave the November report received 

from Warren County Health Department.  In closing, Councilwoman Gable approved bills, 

salaries and wages for her department. 

Public Property, Councilman Louis Cartabona, gave the following report in 

Councilwoman Grossman’s absence: He met with Councilwoman Grossman regarding the 

soccer field. Discussed the ice skating rink, cleaned up debris at basketball court. The DPW will 

work on the bleachers at Benke Field. In closing, Councilman Cartabona approved bills, salaries 

and wages for this department.  

Public Safety, Councilman Thomas Seiss:  Councilman Seiss requested 15 minutes in 

executive session for contractual and personnel.  Inc losing, Councilman Seiss approved his bills, 

salaries and wages for his department. 

Public Works, Councilman Louis Cartabona: Councilman Cartabona reported that the 

part time DPW employees attended a snow and ice removal seminar.  The equipment is ready for 

the snow season.  There was a problem with the loader, which has since been taken care of.  

Councilman Cartabona reported on the meeting he had with the Senior Public Works employee 

regarding the process of tracking the weather and coming out.  Councilman Cartabona requested 

five minutes in executive session for personnel for emergency equipment operator. 

Continuing on with his report, Councilman Cartabona state that there is plenty of money 

to purchase salt and getting the existing salt pile prepped. Exercising of the valves will soon take 

place once a list is given to the DPW.  In closing Councilman Cartabona approves bills, salaries 

and wages for his department.  Councilman Cartabona added that he is pulling Frey Engineering 

bills and requesting to meet with them to discuss.  

Committee Reports 

 Pool: Councilman Cartabona briefly stated that he spoke with Councilwoman Grossman 

about exploring different avenues to receive donations for the pool.  Councilman Cartabona 

added that there is already $2,000.00 in the account. 

Professionals and Officials Reports 

 Mayor: Mayor Dunwell gave a briefing on meeting with PennBower who has purchased 

property on industrial Avenue and discussion of possibly having a main (water) put in coming 

from the Varga property at the hydrant. 

 Mayor Dunwell requested the following for executive session: 



6 

 

20 minutes to discuss potential litigation (Water Main Leak) 

10 minutes-Personnel (Pension 

10 Minutes Contractual (Warren County Open Space Grant) 

10 minutes Contractual (2016 Water Improvement Project) 

Five (5) minutes Personnel (LUB Appointment) 

15 minutes Contractual (Access Rd-Edge Rd) 

10 minutes Personnel/Contractual (Licensed Operators) 

Fire Department, Fire Chief Sean McDyer: Chief McDyer stated that the breakfast with 

Santa was a huge success. There were 60 more people than last year.  This Saturday Santa will 

be going out on fire truck and will start at 11 AM. 

 Attorney, Christopher Troxell: No report. 

 Engineer, Stephanie Cuthbert: Mrs. Cuthbert summarized the report that was distributed 

to Mayor and Council regarding open projects.  

 Sewer Engineer, John Ross: Mr. Ross gave his monthly report summarizing sewer 

projects so far this year. 

 Borough Clerk, Laurie A. Barton: Mrs. Barton reported that renewals for licenses 

(mercantile and animal) will be going out next week.  Mrs. Barton reminded everyone on the 

rabies clinic which is schedule for January 14 from 1-2 PM. 

 Code Enforcement Officer, Thomas Fey: Councilman Pettinelli read the report and stated 

that a letter was mailed out and an email responded to. 

 Library, Steve Knoll: Mr. Knoll gave the following report: RE-organization will be held 

on January 9
th

. An author will who has a book published will host a class for anyone who is 

interested in learning to write and get published. 

 Mr. Knoll stated that there are three town residents interested in filling the vacancy on the 

board.  

Public Comment 

 George Cupon, Sampson Aver, inquired about the water softener. 

 Jim Pfeiffer, Central Ave., asked about how long it will clear the hardiness in water after 

softener is installed. 

 

 



7 

 

Payment of Bills and Claims 

 Councilman Seiss made a motion to make the director’s report a part of the minutes. 

Councilman Cartabona seconded the motion, all were in favor. 

 Councilman Seiss made a motion that the CFO be authorized to pay all salaries and 

wages approved by the director.  Councilman Schwar seconded motion, Roll call; Ayes: 

Cartabona, Gable, Pettinelli, Schwar and Seiss.  Nays: none. 

New Business 

 Mayor and Council set the date of January 1, 2017 for its annual re-organization meeting.  

Executive Session 

 Motion made by Councilwoman Gable to approve the following resolution, motions 

seconded by Councilman Schwar, all were in favor. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION RESOLUTION 

 

 WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, permits the exclusion of 

the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and 

 

 WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist. 

 

1. The public shall be excluded from discussion(s) of the hereinafter specified subject matter(s). 

2. The general nature of the subject matter(s) to be discussed is: Personnel, Litigation and/or Contractual,  

3. It is anticipated at this time, that the above stated subject matter(s) will be made public when it is no 

longer a matter of confidentiality. 

4. Action may or may not be taken after executive session. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Alpha that the 

public shall be excluded from an executive session for approximately 1 hour(s), 45 minutes, allowing for a five (5) 

minute recess between the regular session and the executive session. 

 

Return to Regular Session 

 Motion made by Councilman Pettinelli to return to regular session, motion seconded by 

Councilman Schwar all were in favor. 

 Councilman Seiss made a motion that the CFO be authorized to pay all bills authorized 

by the director (except holding bills as indicated by Councilman Cartabona). Councilwoman 

Gable seconded the motion. Roll call:  Ayes; Cartabona, Gable, Pettinelli, Schwar, and Seiss.  

Nays: none. 
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Motion made by Councilman Schwar to remove from the table Resolution 2016-60, 

motion seconded by Councilman Cartabona, all were in favor. 
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Motion made by Councilman Cartabona to approve resolution 2016-160 with 

amendment, motion seconded by Councilman Pettinelli. Roll call:  Ayes; Cartabona, Gable, 

Pettinelli, Schwar, and Seiss.  Nays: none. 

RESOLUTION 2016-160 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING BOROUGH ENGINEER TO 

PROVIDE CONSULTING ENGINEERING SERVICES  

AND INSPECTION SERVICES FOR 2016 WATER UTILITY 

IMPROVEMENTS  

 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Alpha, County of Warren, State of New 

Jersey that the firm of Remington & Vernick Engineers is hereby authorized to act as the Borough Engineer and 

proceed with engineering services and/or inspection services for the 2016 water utility improvements project in the 

Borough for the contemplated scope of work in accordance with the firm’s proposal of November 28, 2016 

(attached hereto) and in an amount not to exceed $48,600.00, upon written certification of funds by the Borough 

CFO.   

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor, Clerk, Borough Attorney, and/or Borough Engineer are 

authorized to execute all necessary documents to effectuate the services. 

 

 Mayor Dunwell briefly discussed the air quality within the municipal building that is 

being hampered by chimney smoke from a resident’s home on Myrtle Alley.  The homeowners 

agreed to a modification of the chimney system with the Borough paying for it. Councilman 

Cartabona was asked to request quotes for the cost of a modification. 

Adjournment: 

Seeing no further business to come before Council, motion made by Councilwoman 

Gable  to adjourn this meeting at 10:31 pm, motion seconded by Councilman Pettinelli, all were 

in favor. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Laurie A. Barton 

Borough Clerk 

 

 

 

   


