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Mayor Dunwell called the Meeting of the Common Council of the Borough of 

Alpha to order at 7:00 p.m. on May 9, 2017. 

Mayor Dunwell announced that adequate notice of the meeting was given and 

posted on the bulletin board in the Clerk’s office satisfying the requirements of the Open 

Public Meeting Act: 

NOTICE 

 

Pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act, adequate notice of this 

meeting has been given.  On January 1, 2017, the Municipal Clerk delivered to the Star 

Gazette/Express-Times and posted on the bulletin board in the Municipal Clerk’s office a 

notice containing the date, time, and place of this meeting of the Borough Council.  Also 

said notice has been mailed to persons requesting the same. 

Mayor Dunwell led prayer and the salute to the flag.  

Roll Call:  Present; Councilman Cartabona, Councilwoman Grossman, Councilman 

Pettinelli, Councilman Schwar and Councilman Seiss.  Absent; Councilwoman Gable. 

 

 Mayor Dunwell reported that the delinquent notices were unusually high this 

quarter, and he was advised by the utility collector that people have been complaining of 

not receiving their bills.  With that said, Mayor Dunwell stated that any interest would be 

waived as long as it is paid by May 18th. 

 

Public Comment:  

Lisa LaCaruba, Springtown Rd, inquired about borough employee vacancies that 

have occurred in the last year.  She also asked if members of council are required to get 

background checks.  Ms. LaCaruba asked council about current multiple issues in the 

borough.  The first was graffiti under the train trestle, the pool, and the garbage disposal 

area. 

Richard Smith, Springtown Rd, stated that there is a deep ditch heading east 

towards LMR, and garbage gets carried down that way when drainage occurs.  He also 

stated there are open dumpsters in the parking lot of the old restaurant parking lot. 

Jodi Jankowski, Springtown Rd, expressed concern about the open dumpsters 

near LMR and the significant amount of rats that they are bringing in.  She also inquired 

about the grass cutting at the fields, the basketball courts needing to be fixed, the lack of 

bathroom usage at the fields, and the fences being a safety concern. 
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Mary Ann Frank, 1604 Third Avenue, advised that there is a new disease being 

spread from deer ticks that has no cure.  With that being said, she stated that the grass not 

being cut is a concern for the production of these ticks. 

John Schmidt, Schley Avenue, asked about when the meeting was being held in 

July to vote on the pool.  Mr. Schmidt also inquired about draining the pool.  He also 

asked about getting a temporary outdoor faucet to fill his pool. 

Lisa Bambaci, Garfield Street, spoke about how she voted yes for the recreational 

referendum, but not for re-opening the pool. 

Michael Guerrera, Williams Street, inquired about possibly combining the field 

house and pool house to open an indoor basketball court or gym. 

 

Ordinance-2nd Reading 

 

Motion made by Councilman Schwar to open the public hearing for Ordnance 

2017-5, motion seconded by Councilman Pettinelli, all were in favor. 

 

ORDINANCE 2017-5 

“CAP” ORDINANCE TO EXCEED INDEX RATE FOR THE YEAR 2017  

(N.J.S. 40A: 4-45.14) 

 

 WHEREAS,  the Local Government Cap Law,  N.J.S. 40A: 4-45.14 et seq., provides that in the 

preparation of its annual budget, a municipality shall limit any increase in said budget to 2.0% or the Cost 

of Living Increase (COLA), whichever is less, over the previous year’s final appropriations, subject to 

certain exceptions; and 

 WHEREAS, P.L. 1986, C.203 amended the Local Government Cap Law, to provide that a 

municipality may, in any year in which the index rate is less than 2.0% increase its final appropriations by a 

percentage rate greater than the index rate but not to exceed the 3.5% rate as specified in law, when 

authorized by ordinance, and 

 WHEREAS, the COLA rate for 2017 has been certified by the Director of the Division of Local 

Government Services in the Department of Community Affairs as 0.5%; and 

 WHEREAS,  the Borough Council of the Borough of Alpha in the County of Warren finds it 

advisable and necessary to increase its budget by more than 2.0% over the previous year’s final 

appropriations, in the interest of promoting health, safety and welfare of the citizens; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Borough Council hereby determines that a 3.5% increase in the budget for said 

year, amounting to $54,112.36 in excess of the increases in final appropriations otherwise permitted by the 

Local Government Cap Law, is advisable and necessary. 

 WHEREAS, the Borough Council hereby determines that any amount authorized hereinabove 

that is not appropriated as part of the final budget shall be regained as an exception to final appropriation in 

either of the next two succeeding years.  

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Alpha, in 

the County of Warren, a majority of the full authorized membership of this governing body affirmatively 

concurring that, in the 2017 budget year, the final appropriations of the Borough of Alpha shall, in 

accordance with this ordinance and P.L. 1986, C. 203, and be increased by 3.5% amounting to $54,112.36 

and that the 2017 municipal budget for the Borough of Alpha be approved and adopted in accordance with 

this ordinance; and 

 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any amount authorized hereinabove that is not appropriated 

as part of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation in either if the next two 

succeeding years; and 

 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance as introduced be filed 

with the Director of Division of Local Government Services within 5 days of introduction; and 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance upon adoption, with the 

recorded vote included thereon, be filed with said Director within 5 days after such adoption. 

 

CFO, Lorraine Rossetti, explained the ordinance as a “financial flexibility”.  Mrs. 

Rossetti stated that this ordinance allows the borough to go up to 3.5% instead of .5% in 

case we needed the funds. 

Hearing no public comment, motion to close public hearing made by Councilman 

Seiss, seconded by Councilman Schwar, all were in favor. 

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2017-5 made by Councilman Seiss, seconded by 

Councilman Cartabona.  Roll Call:  Ayes; Cartabona, Grossman, Pettinelli, Schwar, and 

Seiss. Absent; Gable.  Motion passes. 
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1st Reading- 

Motion to approve Ordinance 2017-6 made by Councilman Schwar, seconded by 

Councilman Pettinelli.  Roll call:  Ayes; Cartabona, Grossman, Pettinelli, Schwar, and 

Seiss.  Absent; Gable.  Nays; None. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-6 

BOROUGH OF ALPHA 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 403 – WATER AND SEWERS 

OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF ALPHA 

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Alpha, that the following amendments 

shall be and are herewith enacted to Chapter 403 – WATER AND SEWERS of the Code of the Borough of 

Alpha:  

*** § 403-3  Inclusion of rules as part of contract; definitions.   

***  

B.   

As used in this article, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:  

***  

CURB STOP  

The first stopcock or valve encountered from the main running toward the property (owner), in essence the 

closest to the water main provided by the Department of Public Works, on the service side of the curb line, 

installed for the purposes of shutting off water supplied to a customer.  

***    § 403-5  Maintenance of pipes and fixtures; notice to repair or replace.   

A.   

All persons using water shall keep their pipes and fixtures within their premises, together with the service 

pipe to the curb stop as defined in § 403-3(B), in good repair and protect the same from frost at their own 

expense. If the owner of any premises shall neglect or refuse to repair a leak within three days, exclusive of 

Sundays and legal holidays, after receipt of written notice from the Director directing such repairs, the 

water supply for such premises shall be shut off at the main or at the curb, and service shall not be resumed 

for such premises until after all repairs ordered have been made and the fee, as set forth in § 403-21B, has 

been paid.  

B.   

Additionally, the Borough shall have the right to replace a consumer's service line from the curb stop as 

defined in § 403-3(B) to the water meter, or any portion thereof, and bill him/her according to the fee 

schedule set forth in § 403-21B, under any of the following circumstances: (1)  The service pipe is 

constructed of a material not listed in § 403-23. (2)   

The service pipe is declared unreliable by the Director due to prior adverse experience. (3)   

The curb stop as defined in § 403-3(B) is deemed unserviceable due to its location. (4)   

The service pipe, due to its age and material of construction, fails during system maintenance. 
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Resolutions: 

Motion made by Councilman Schwar to approve Resolution 2017-79, motion 

seconded by Councilwoman Grossman. Roll Call; Ayes: Cartabona, Grossman, Pettinelli, 

Schwar, and Seiss.  Nays: none. 
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Motion made by Councilman Pettinelli to open the public hearing for Resolution 

2017-9, seconded by Councilwoman Cartabona.  All were in favor. 

CFO, Lorraine Rossetti, gave a lengthy description of the budget. 

Hearing no public comment, motion to close public hearing made by Councilman 

Cartabona, seconded by Councilwoman Grossman, all were in favor. 

Motion to adopt Resolution 2017-79 made by Councilman Cartabona, seconded 

by Councilman Pettinelli.  Roll call:  Ayes; Cartabona, Grossman, Pettinelli, Schwar and 

Seiss.  Absent; Gable. Nays; none. 

 

 

Motion made by Councilman Cartabona to approve Resolution 2017-86, motion 

seconded by Councilman Seiss. Roll Call:  Ayes; Cartabona, Grossman, Pettinelli,  

Schwar, and Seiss.  Absent; Gable. Nays; None. 

 

RESOLUTION 2017-86 

RESOLUTION 

PREMIUM RETURN  

TSC #15-00008 

 

 

 

 

 WHEREAS, the Tax Collector of the Borough of Alpha has advised the Mayor and Borough 

Council of the Borough of Alpha, that the following property has been redeemed within five (5) years of the 

tax sale and a premium of $900 was paid at the time of sale, 

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Borough of Alpha Council this 9th 

day of May 2017 that a refund be made to the certificate holder as noted: 

 

Stuart Lasher 

PO Box 83 

Milltown, NJ  08850 

 

Block 56.01, Lot 3 

Certificate #15-00008 

$900 

 

CERTIFICATION 

I, Craig S. Dunwell, Mayor of the Borough of Alpha, County of Warren, State of New Jersey, do hereby 

certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted by the Common Council at a 

meeting of said Common Council on May 9th, 2017 and that said Resolution was adopted by not less than 

the legal vote needed of the members of the Council. 

 

 

Motion made by Councilman Cartabona to approve Resolution 2017-87, motion 

seconded by Councilman Seiss. Roll Call:  Ayes; Cartabona, Grossman, Pettinelli, 

Schwar, and Seiss.  Absent; Gable. Nays; None. 
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RESOLUTION 2017-87 

RESOLUTION 

LIEN REDEMPTION 

CERTIFICATE #15-00008 

 

 

 

 WHEREAS, the Tax Collector of the Borough of Alpha has advised the Mayor and Council that 

the following property has been redeemed and the money due thereon paid to the Borough of Alpha Tax 

Collector, 

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Borough of Alpha Council this 9th 

day of May 2017 that refunds are made to the certificate holder as noted: 

 

 

Stuart Lasher 

PO Box 83 

Milltown, NJ  08850 

 

Block 56.01, Lot 3 –  401 Third Avenue 

Certificate #15-00008 

      $2,682.20 

 

 

Motion made by Councilman Cartabona to approve Resolution 2017-88, motion 

seconded by Councilman Pettinelli. Roll Call:  Ayes; Cartabona, Grossman, Pettinelli, 

Schwar, and Seiss.  Absent; Gable. Nays; None. 

*Cannot locate Resolution* 

 

Motion made by Councilman Cartabona to approve Resolution 2017-89, motion 

seconded by Councilman Schwar. Roll Call:  Ayes; Cartabona, Grossman, Pettinelli, 

Schwar, and Seiss.  Absent; Gable. Nays; None. 

*Cannot locate Resolution* 

 

Motion made by Councilman Cartabona to approve Resolution 2017-89, motion 

seconded by Councilman Schwar. Roll Call:  Ayes; Cartabona, Grossman, Pettinelli, 

Schwar, and Seiss.  Absent; Gable. Nays; None. 

*Cannot locate Resolution* 

 

Motion made by Councilman Seiss to approve Resolution 2017-90, motion 

seconded by Councilman Cartabona. Roll Call:  Ayes; Cartabona, Grossman, Pettinelli, 

Schwar, and Seiss.  Absent; Gable. Nays; None. 

*Cannot locate Resolution* 

Councilman Cartabona requested 5 minutes in executive session for personnel. 
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Department Reports:  

  

Administration, Councilwoman Gable: Councilwoman Grossman gave the 

following report in Councilwoman Gable’s absence: Councilwoman Grossman stated that 

she and Councilwoman Gable met with the mayor of Pohatcong and Councilman Ortell 

on May 2nd to discuss shared services.  At this time, Councilwoman Grossman requested 

10 minutes in executive session for contractual/personnel.  She also advised that the 

deputy clerk would not be in on Wednesday but will be in all day Friday.   

Councilwoman Grossman reported that the code enforcement officer gave the 

following report: A summons has been issued for 624 Alpha Street and 836 Third 

Avenue and the court date for both is May 24th.  The code enforcement officer also 

reported that he spoke with Dan Roder to get them to clean up the property and remove 

vehicles.  He also received calls about the following properties: 610 Sigsbee Avenue, 16 

Lyons Court, and 3 Alpha Street. 

In closing, Councilwoman Grossman approved all bills, salaries, and wages for 

Councilwoman Gable’s department. 

Finance, Councilman Schwar:  Councilman Schwar reported that the CFO is 

working on getting the budget on our website.  He also stated that any budget detail that 

was previously missing on some reports is being worked on.  Councilman Schwar 

advised that the PACE meeting will be next Tuesday at 9 am, and if anyone has anything 

insurance related to let him know so he can address it.  Councilman Schwar requested 10 

minutes in executive session for potential litigation.  In closing, Councilman Schwar 

approved all bills, salaries, and wages for his department. 

Health & Welfare, Councilman Pettinelli:  Councilman Pettinelli reported that he 

has not received any response regarding 624 Alpha Street for the dirt piles.  He reported 

that two food establishments and a day care center received a satisfactory report.  He also 

advised that clean-up will be on June 16th and 17th.  Councilman Pettinelli asked the 

mayor if he can speak with John D’Angelo regarding the metal recycling and whether or 

not it will get done.  Councilman Seiss stated that this year when the metal recycling is 

done, it needs to be cleaned up in a timely manner as opposed to the year prior.  
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Councilman Pettinelli requested 5 minutes in executive session for litigation.  In closing, 

Councilman Pettinelli approved all bills, salaries, and wages for his department. 

Councilman Seiss stated that the reason he believes garbage is building up in front 

of the firehouse is because residents are not using proper recycling containers, and it is 

being blown around by the wind. 

Public Property, Councilwoman Grossman: Councilwoman Grossman reported 

that work is currently being done to circle field.  She stated that the shed has been painted 

and is getting a new door.  She also reported that she would like to move the bleachers to 

the soccer fields in the fall so we don’t need to purchase new ones.  Councilwoman 

Grossman also reported that the pavilion has been cleaned, sticks are being picked up at 

the park, picnic tables are being painted, and the soccer field has been reseeded.  She also 

stated that Penn Bower will be working on the trench between the pool and the soccer 

field.  Councilwoman Grossman reported that on Friday the electric will be tested at the 

pool and once that is done they will be testing the water lines.  Also, she stated that she is 

waiting for the wood to be delivered at Benke field for seating.  Councilwoman 

Grossman reported that Cooper has come in and given us all new jacks for our phone 

system which will help with our internet speed.  She also reported that the porta johns 

have been getting knocked over, so she would like to look into getting cameras for the 

park or posting a sign.  In regards to the community block party, Councilwoman 

Grossman stated that she has a band already and they are charging $400.00 for four 

hours.  In closing, Councilwoman Grossman has approved all bills, salaries and wages for 

her department. 

Public Safety, Councilman Seiss:  Councilman Seiss reported that the memorial 

service is on Sunday, May 21st at 2 pm.  Councilman Seiss asked Councilman Cartabona 

if he could add curb painting to his list for DPW.  He also stated that he received an email 

from the deputy clerk regarding the firehouse, and he will be abstaining from any votes 

that regard it.  In closing, Councilman Seiss approved all bills, salaries and wages for his 

department. 

Public Works, Councilman Cartabona: Councilman Cartabona reported that he 

met with the engineer at the intersection of South Blvd and Schley Avenue to look at the 

sinkhole issue and discovered that there is a lot of roadwork that needs to be done there.  
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Mr. Schmidt pointed out a property on South Blvd that has a lot of dead trees, and 

Councilman Cartabona thinks that the code enforcement officer should address that issue.  

Councilman Cartabona also reported that DPW has been reseeding the fields and mowing 

in various areas.  In closing, Councilman Cartabona has approved all bills, salaries, and 

wages for his department. 

 

Professionals & Official Reports: 

 Mayor, Craig S. Dunwell: Mayor Dunwell reported that the Phillipsburg 

Emergency Squad is holding a banquet this Saturday, May 13th at 6 pm at the Almond 

Tree Manor.  At this time the mayor asked the governing body for a head count to report 

back.  Mayor Dunwell reported that he attended a meeting on May 3rd at the NJ DEP with 

two Remington and Vernick workers to discuss the Homa Lane drainage project.  He 

stated that he learned that it is unlikely that the borough will be able to construct a 

retention basin behind the west side of 519.  Mayor Dunwell also reported that the NJ 

DEP stated that there is a possibility to enlarge the drainage construction that conveys 

water under the Homa Lane drain. 

 

 Engineer, Frank J. Seney:  Mr. Seney reported that there are various projects that 

are going to be closed out such as the fire house generator and the Benke Field roof.  He 

stated that the water projects had a few problems that they are trying to work through to 

get up and running.  Mr. Seney stated that the PH level and lab results for the water came 

back good.  He also stated the control panel needs to be replaced which he anticipated 

would be in a couple of weeks.  At this time Mayor Dunwell asked the governing body to 

make a motion for the engineer to re advertise the South Blvd sanitary project. 

 Motion made by Councilman Seiss to have the engineer re-advertise the South 

Boulevard sanitary project, seconded by Councilman Cartabona, all were in favor. 

 Motion made by Councilman Cartabona to have the mayor sign a contract for the 

Norfolk Southern CIPP, seconded by Councilwoman Grossman, all were in favor. 
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 Mayor Dunwell advised that this Friday night starting at 9 pm, Penn Bower will 

be doing utility work at the intersection of High Street and Lee Avenue.  He stated that 

residents will be advised of water shut offs for this project. 

 

Library Board, Steve Noll: Mr. Noll reported that Tech 1 on 1 is scheduled for 

Mondays 10-11 am and 6-7 pm.  Story and craft time for kids will be held on the 15th and 

22nd.  Read to dogs will be held on the 16th.  Adult book club will changed to 6 pm on 

Tuesdays.  Also, Mr. Noll reported that there will be a change in hours for the summer 

time as follows: Monday and Tuesday will hold the evening hours of the week and 

Saturday the library will be closed.  During the winter hours the library will close at 5 pm 

and will be open on Saturdays. 

 

Second Public Comment:  None. 

 

Payment of Bills & Claims: 

 Councilman Cartabona made a motion to make the director’s report a part of the 

minutes. Councilman Seiss seconded the motion, all were in favor. 

 Councilman Cartabona made a motion that the CFO be authorized to pay all bills 

authorized by the director, seconded by Councilman Pettinelli. Roll call:  Ayes; 

Cartabona, Grossman, Pettinelli, Schwar, and Seiss.  Nays: none. 

 Councilman Cartabona made a motion that the CFO be authorized to pay all 

salaries and wages approved by the director, seconded by Councilman Pettinelli. Roll 

call: Ayes; Cartabona, Grossman, Pettinelli, Schwar, and Seiss.  Nays: none. 
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New Business:  

Councilman Schwar stated that he attended a meeting last Tuesday for 

legalization of marijuana in New Jersey, and has handouts if any of the governing body is 

interested. 

 

Executive Session: 

Councilman Pettinelli made a motion to approve the following resolution to go 

into executive session for thirty minutes for contractual, litigation, and/or 

personnel.  Motion seconded by Councilman Cartabona all were in favor.  
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EXECUTIVE SESSION RESOLUTION 

 

 WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, permits the 

exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and 

 

 WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist. 

 

1. The public shall be excluded from discussion(s) of the hereinafter specified subject matter(s). 

2. The general nature of the subject matter(s) to be discussed is: Personnel, Litigation and/or 

Contractual,  

3. It is anticipated at this time, that the above stated subject matter(s) will be made public when 

it is no longer a matter of confidentiality. 

4. Action may or may not be taken after executive session. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Alpha that 

the public shall be excluded from an executive session for approximately 0 hour(s), 30 minutes, allowing 

for a five (5) minute recess between the regular session and the executive session. 

 

Return to Regular Session: 

Motion made by Councilman Seiss to return to the regular session, motion 

seconded by Councilman Cartabona, all were in favor. 

 

Motion made by Councilwoman Grossman to advertise for a deputy clerk, 25 

hours per week, seconded by Councilman Cartabona, all were in favor. 

 

Motion made by Councilman Cartabona to approve Resolution 2017-88, motion 

seconded by Councilwoman Grossman. Roll Call; Ayes: Cartabona, Grossman, Pettinelli, 

Schwar, and Seiss.  Nays: none. 

*Cannot locate Resolution* 

 

Adjournment: 

Seeing no further business to come before Council, motion made by 

Councilwoman Grossman to adjourn this meeting at 10:24 pm, motion seconded by 

Councilman Seiss , all were in favor. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 Helen Marino 

 Deputy Clerk 

 


